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The  Monopolistic  Confraternities  of 
Jean  Bodin 

Jean  Bodin  (1530-96)  is  best  known  to  historians  of  economic 
thought  for  his  demonstration  in  Response  au  paradoxe  de  M.  de 
Malestroit^  that  inflation  in  15th- 16th  century  France  was  the 
result  not  only  of  the  currency  debasement  which  de  Malestroit 
had  identified,  but  also  of  the  increased  amount  of  gold  and 
silver  that  went  into  circulation  in  Europe  after  the  conquest  of 
South  America.  He  then  went  on  to  argue  that  a  subsidiary  cause 
of  rising  prices  was  monopolistic  collusion: 

I  shall  pass  over  another  cause  of  dearness  because  it  is 
not  so  important  in  the  case  before  us,  namely  the  monop- 
olies of  merchants,  artisans  and  wage-earners,  when  they 
get  together  to  raise  the  price  of  goods  or  to  make  their 
days  and  products  dearer.  And  because  such  gatherings  are 
usually  covered  by  the  cloak  of  religion,  Chancellor  Poyet 
wisely  advised  that  we  should  remove  and  cut  out  the 
confraternities,  which  has  since  been  confirmed  at  the 
request  of  the  Estates  at  Orleans,  so  that  there  is  no  lack  of 
good  laws.  {Response,  16) 

The  laws  were  not  put  into  effect,  however,  and  Bodin  later 
suggested  that  establishing  public  granaries  in  each  town  would 
not  only  keep  prices  down,  it  would  also:  "cut  out  the  monop- 


'Jean  Bodin.  La  Response  de  Mai  sire  lean  Bodin  Advocat  en  la  Cour  au  para- 
doxe de  monsieur  de  Malestroit.  touchant  I  'encherissement  de  toutes  choses.  &  le 
moyen  d'y  remedier  (Paris:  Martin  le  leune,  1568).  Page  references  throughout  the 
present  paper  are  to  the  facsimile  of  the  above  text,  edited  by  Henri  Hauser  and 
published  in  1932  as  La  Vie  Chere  au  XVr  Siecle:  La  Response  de  Jean  Bodin 
(Paris:  Armand  Colin). 
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olies  of  merchants  who  get  hold  of  all  the  corn,  and  often  buy  it 
before  it  is  ripe,  to  raise  its  price  when  they  wish"  {Response, 
35). 

It  seems  clear  that  Bodin's  interest  here  is  in  economic 
confrairies,  but  the  reference  to  their  operation  under  the  cloak 
of  religion  suggests  some  overlap  with  their  more  strictly  relig- 
ious counterparts.  This  is  supported  by  the  1561  ordinance 
requested  by  the  Third  Estate  at  Orleans,  Article  10  of  which 
required  that  the  confraternities'  revenues  be  used  to  provide  for 
divine  worship,  alms  and  schools  {service  devin,  aumoynes, 
e coles;  Response,  app.  p.  90). 

Some  of  the  reason  for  this  overlap  lies  in  the  institutions 
themselves:  religious  confraternities  might  draw  their  member- 
ship almost  exclusively  from  one  trade,  for  example;  and  trade 
guilds  might  set  up  pious  confraternities  to  meet  the  spiritual 
needs  of  their  members.  There  was  also  a  certain  amount  of 
strategic  manoeuvering  as  confraternities  sought  to  avoid  liabil- 
ities, gain  indulgences,  or  (as  at  Venice)  permission  to  invest  in 
real  estate.  Another  reason  however  can  be  seen  in  Bodin's 
Republic^  where  there  is  a  lengthy  discussion  "Of  Corporations, 
and  CoUedges,  Estates  and  Communities"  {Repub.  3.vii,  361). 
Bodin  was  the  first  political  philosopher  to  identify  a  clearly 
defined  social  role  for  these  bodies,  locating  them  (together  with 
confraternities,  consociations,  companies  and  societies)  midway 
between  the  family  {mesnage,  familia,  ultimately  the  classical 
OLKoq)  and  the  state  {Republique,  Res  publica,  Commonweale)? 


^Jcan  Bodin.  Les  six  Livres  de  la  Republique  (Paris:  Jacques  du  Puys, 
1576).  This  was  followed  in  1586  by  a  subslanlially  revised  Latin  edition  De 
Republica  libri  sex.  The  only  complete  English  translation  is  that  produced  by 
Richard  KnoUes  in  1606,  who  combined  the  French  and  Latin  editions  as  The 
Six  Bookes  of  a  Comrmmweale .  Page  references  in  the  present  paper  are  to  the 
facsimile  edition  of  the  KnoUes  translation  edited  by  Kenneth  Douglas  McRae 
in  1962  for  Harvard  UP   The  use  of  's,  u  and  v'  has  been  modernised. 

^he  ultimate  justification  for  treating  confraternities  of  all  sorts  as  a  mean 
between  family  and  slate  can  be  found  in  Bodin *s  cosmology,  in  which  there 
is  a  mean  between  each  pair  of  links  in  the  Great  Chain  o{  Being.  A  curious 
example  is  that  "betwixt  men  and  bcasLs,  are  to  be  scene  Apes  and  Munkies, 
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Although  Bodin  distinguishes  between  colleges  and  com- 
panies ordained  for  religion,  and  those  set  up  "for  policie," 
which  "concerne  but  worldly  things"  (Repuh.  3.vii,  364),  his 
political  theory  led  him  to  place  more  emphasis  on  the  similar- 
ities and  parallels  between  them.  Thus  their  senior  official  may 
be  called  the  "Principall,  Bishop,  Abbat,  Prior,  President,  or 
such  like,"  but  all  have  essentially  the  same  kind  of  authority; 
and  exactly  the  same  organisational  structure  obtains  whether  we 
consider  "the  Bishop,  Chanons,  and  Chapter;  the  Abbat,  Relig- 
ious, &  Convent;  [or]  the  Principall,  Bursors,  &  College"  {Re- 
pub.  3.vii,  366). 

The  disciplinary  powers  of  "the  principals  of  schooles  and 
colleges"  are  effectively  the  same  as  those  of  "other  corporations 
and  colledges,  as  of  physitians,  and  tradesmen";  and  the  ration- 
ale of  having  the  Roman  Senate  policed  by  members  of  Senate 
itself  is  "the  selfe  same  reason"  as  that  for  placing  the  civil 
jurisdiction  of  merchants  under  "certaine  magistrats  and  Consuls 
of  the  corporation  and  companie  of  marchants"  (Repub.  3.vii, 
368). 

Colleges,  confraternities  and  the  like  were  not  absolutely 
essential,  since  a  state  could  consist  simply  of  families.  But  it 
was  advantageous  to  have  them  in  the  state  and  Bodin  was 
impressed  by  the  value  to  society  of  associations  which  bring 
people  together  and  add  to  the  stability  of  the  community;  not 
only  do  they  provide  an  administrative  link  between  the  state 
and  its  families,  but  the  amity  and  friendship  and  informal  resol- 
ution of  disputes  which  are  traditionally  promoted  by  fraternities 
are  even  more  important  to  the  preservation  of  society  than 
justice  \ise\f  (Repub.  3.vii,  363). 

This  assumes  that  the  college  is  composed  for  the  most  part 
of  honest  citizens.  But  just  as  any  form  of  state  can  be  corrupt, 
so  Bodin  recognises  that  fraternal  co-operation  can  turn  into 
conspiracy: 


except  we  shall  with  Plato  agree,  who  placed  a  woman  in  the  middle  betwixt 
a  man  and  a  beast..."  {Repub.  6.vii,  793). 
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...coUedges  and  communities  evili  governed,  draw  after 
them  many  tactions,  seditions,  part- takings,  monopo- 
lies...under  the  shadow  of  religion  divers  colleges  have 
covered  some  most  detestable  and  execrable  impietie. 
(Repub.  3.vii,  389) 

The  role  of  religion  is  stressed  and  repeated  in  discussing  this, 
for  as  a  general  proposition  "the  false  opinion  of  religion  is 
pretended  for  to  colour  villainies.  For  that  there  is  no  conspira- 
cie,  which  may  not  be  contrived  and  made  in  such  secret  assem- 
blies" (Repuh.  3.vii,  1380]/389). 

The  examples  he  cites  range  from  antiquity,  when  "the 
fraternitie  of  the  Bacchanals  in  Rome... devised  under  the  colour 
of  religion"  to  cover  their  "abhominable  villainies,  by  them 
committed  under  the  colour  of  religion,"  down  to  the  more 
recent  experience  of  the  Anabaptists  in  Munster  ("conventicles 
and  meetings  of  seditious  persons,  under  the  pretensed  show  of 
religion"  Repub.  3.vii,  [380]/389).  It  would  seem  to  be  a  small 
step  from  this  to  the  suspicion  that  the  religious  and  charitable 
activities  of  craft  fraternities  might  also  be  a  cloak  for  commer- 
cial conspiracies. 

The  problem  for  Bodin,  then,  was  to  strike  the  best  balance 
between  the  dangers  and  advantages  of  confraternities  and  simi- 
lar groups.  The  argument  advanced  in  the  Response  is  recapitu- 
lated in  the  Republic: 

...to  permit  and  suffer  all  assemblies,  and  all  fraternities, 
is  not  also  without  danger... In  them  also  oft  times  are 
covered  conspiracies,  and  secret  Monopolies,  whereof  we 
have  many  examples,  which  hath  bene  the  cause  often 
times  by  expresse  Edict  in  this  Realme  to  take  away  these 
fraternities;  which  for  all  that  could  never  yet  be  put  into 
execution.  {Repuh.  3.vii,  386) 

However  the  total  abolition  which  he  had  favoured  when 
writing  the  Response  is  replaced  in  the  later  text  by  the  view  that 
"much  better  it  were  to  take  away  the  abuse,  than  the  thing  it 
selfe  that  is  abused"  {Repuh.  3.vii,  386).  Where  religious  meet- 
ings are  concerned,  the  solution  he  puts  forward  turns  on  greater 
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openness:  abolish  nocturnal  meetings,  and  have  the  fraternities 
meet  in  the  clear  sight  of  all  (Repuh.  3.vii,  |3801/389).  As  to  the 
monopolies  of  merchants  and  artisans,  Bodin  puts  forward  an 
ingenious  proposal  suggesting  that  unless  there  were  technologi- 
cal constraints  such  as  the  need  to  have  access  to  supplies  of 
water: 

...to  avoid  Monopolies  amongst  artificers  and  trades  men, 
it  is  good  to  divide  them  into  divers  streets  and  quarters  of 
the  citie,  and  not  to  seat  them  in  one  street  or  quarter 
together....  {Repub.  3.vii,  386) 

This  runs  counter  to  standard  Renaissance  town  planning,  which 
typically  grouped  members  of  the  same  trade  together,  in  quar- 
ters (in  square  town  plans,  like  that  of  Diirer,  1527)  or  along 
radial  streets  (in  star  cities,  like  that  of  Doni,  1552). 

Setting  aside  the  convenience  of  having  trades  dispersed 
throughout  the  city,  Bodin's  main  aim  seems  to  be  to  find  the 
best  attainable  combination  of  price  inflation  and  social  coher- 
ence. His  reasoning  seems  to  anticipate  the  Prisoner's  Dilemma 
of  games  theory,  or  the  proposition  that  joint  profit-maximising 
collusion  will  tend  to  collapse  if  information  on  prices  is  not 
available  to  all  sellers: 

For... there  must  needs  either  be  secret  monopolies 
amongst  them  so  to  sell  their  marchandize  and  wares  the 
dearer,  or  else  ielousies  and  quarels,  if  one  of  them  shall 
sell  better  cheap  than  another,  before  his  face  that  hath 
refused  to  take  the  money."*  {Repub.  3.vii,  386) 

Bodin's  assumption  is  that  members  of  the  same  economic  group 
are  inclined  as  confreres  to  co-operate  rather  than  compete  with 
each  other.  Where  the  neoclassical  economic  paradigm  assumes 
competitive  individuals  who  will  undercut  each  other  if  they  see 


"The  point  is  repeated  in  the  next  chapter  in  a  more  general  form:  "citizens 
of  the  same  occupation  or  trade,  divided  into  divers  parts  of  the  citie,  cannot 
so  easily  conspire  against  the  common  good,  or  delude  the  lavves,  as  if  they 
dwell  logether"  {Repub.  3.vii,  403). 
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that  they  may  lose  a  sale,  Bodin  takes  it  that  members  of  the 
same  association  will  hold  to  the  agreed  price  rather  than  lose 
face  by  being  seen  to  break  ranks. 

What  Bodin  fails  to  make  clear  is  whether  confraternities  of 
all  kinds  have  a  similar  effect  on  market  behaviour.  The  empha- 
sis he  places  on  their  organisational  similarity  unfortunately 
conceals  the  differences  in  behaviour  that  we  should  wish  to 
observe. 

Edward  H.  Thompson 
Dundee  University 


Seal  of  St.  Anne's  ^^uild,  from  Mary  Clark  and  Raymond  Refaussc.  Directory  of 
Historic  Dublin  Guilds,  (see  Reviews,  pp.  22-24) 


Medieval  Portuguese  and  Galician  Confraternities: 

Vernacular  Texts  Entered  in  the 

Bibliografia  de  Textos  Antigos  Portugueses 

The  Bibliografia  de  Textos  Antigos  Portugueses  (BITAP),  a 
computer  based  union  catalogue,  contains  among  its  many  fields 
of  interest  notice  of  confraternity  texts  composed  or  translated 
into  the  vernacular  languages  of  Portugal  and  Galicia  to  1500.' 
We  know  of  only  one  comprehensive  study  of  medieval  Portu- 
guese confraternities — Maria  Angela  Godinho  Vieira  da  Rocha 


'a  preliminary  version  of  BITAP  was  issued  recently  on  CD-ROM,  which 
also  contains  the  companion  bibliographies  for  Spanish  and  Catalan  (BETA 
and  BITECA).  For  pre- 1501  prose  texts,  BITAP  treats  all  manuscript  attesta- 
tions and  all  printings  through  the  17th  century.  These  prose  pieces  include  all 
"imaginative"  or  "literary"  works  as  well  as  chronicles,  legal,  religious,  scien- 
tific, and  medical  texts,  etc.  For  pre-1520  poetry  it  includes  all  manuscript 
attestations  and  all  printings  through  the  mid- 18th  century.  Here  the  compilers 
of  BITAP  have  opted  for  a  later  date  of  composition,  in  concert  with  uses  in 
BETA,  BITECA,  and  Brian  Button's  Catdlogo-lndice  de  la  poesia  cancionerd 
del  sigh  XV  (Madison:  Hispanic  Seminary  of  Medieval  Studies,  1982),  tlius 
allowing  for  the  inclusion  of  Garcia  de  Resende's  Cancioneiro  Geral  (Lisbon: 
Hermann  von  Kempen,  1516),  which  records  many  15th-century  Portuguese 
poems.  In  general,  later  commercial  printings  of  primary  sources  as  well  as 
modem  critical  studies  and  editions  are  identified  in  the  reference  bibliogra- 
phy. Recently  added  confraternity  information  (particularly  for  Portugal)  will 
form  part  of  a  greatly  expanded  version  of  the  database,  to  be  published  in 
book  form  by  the  Hispanic  Seminary  of  Medieval  Studies  (Madison,  Wiscon- 
sin). Plans  also  include  future  up-dates  on  CD-ROM  and  frequently  issued 
versions  on  floppy  disks  for  installation  on  PCs.  The  current  version  of  BITAP 
contains  7,776  titles  (including  4,235  individualized  poems),  preserved  in 
1,929  manuscripts  and  56  early  printed  editions  (of  which  407  additional 
copies  are  identified),  held  in  169  libraries  and  private  collections  in  Europe, 
the  United  States,  and  Brazil;  tlie  reference  bibliography  contains  2,809  items. 
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Beirante's  privately  published  Confrarias  Medievais  Portuguesas 
(Lisbon,  1990) — based  largely  on  research  carried  out  by  a 
group  of  students  at  the  Universidade  Nova  of  Lisbon  in  1982- 
83  concerning  36  confraternity  texts  in  Portuguese  and  in  Latin 
(Beirante,  2-3).^  No  similar  study  has  come  to  our  attention  for 
confraternities  in  Galicia.^  In  both  Portugal  and  Galicia  the 
early  confraternities  are  mainly  lay  institutions,  often  closely 
affiliated  with  churches  and  monasteries,  and  a  few  have  only 
clergy  as  members.  Others  are  of  the  guild  type  (particularly 
among  the  extant  Galician  texts),  organized  by  groups  of  artisans 
or  professions.  Most  all  of  the  Portuguese  and  Galician  confra- 
ternities have  pious  and  charitable  objectives  (Beirante  provides 
a  useful  analysis  of  the  objectives  for  the  texts  she  discusses,  in 
"Quadros"  II  and  III,  pp.  50-51).  The  texts  recorded  in  BITAP 
consist  primarily  of  compromissos  ("agreements"),  estatutos 
("statutes")  or,  in  Galician,  ordenanzas  ("rules"),  usually  con- 
taining information  on  the  founding  of  the  confraternities  fol- 
lowed by  the  statutes  or  by-laws.  It  should  be  noted  that  the 
most  commonly  accepted  Portuguese  word  for  confraternity  is 
confraria,  and  in  modern  Galician  confradia  (cf.  Spanish  cofra- 
dia).  The  form  irmandade  in  Portuguese  is  synonymous  with 
confraria,  i.e.,  a  benevolent  association,  but  is  sometimes 
applied  specifically  to  the  members  taking  a  meal  together 
(Beirante,  8).  In  Galicia  the  form  irmandade  came  to  mean  an 
association  or  brotherhood  involved  in  dealing  with  the  abuses 
of  magnates  and  repressive  lords,  be  they  lay  or  religious,  simi- 
lar to  the  independent  hermandades  that  formed  in  Castile  and 
Le6n  in  the  Middle  Ages  (see  Barros). 


^The  compromisso  of  the  Confraria  do  Sanlo  Espirito  of  Bcnavcnlc,  dated 
1234,  is  in  Latin,  with  a  16lh-ccntury  translation  into  Portuguese  (Azevedo). 
For  short  discussions  of  the  rise  and  development  of  confraternities,  guilds, 
and  related  associatir)ns  in  Portugal,  see  Cruz;  Langhans.  "OlTcios";  and 
MatU)so,  284  85,  409-10.  On  references  and  allusions  to  medieval  Portuguese 
confraternities  for  which  we  have  no  extant  texts,  see  Beirante,  6,  n.  26;  8-9, 
notes  37,  38.  40. 

^For  a  brief  outline  of  the  history  of  Galician  confraternities,  see  Rodri- 
guez Gon/iilez.  Additional  information  may  be  found  in  Garcia  Oro. 
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The  data  presented  below  includes  three  texts  not  discussed 
in  Beirante  (under  Portugal,  items  3,  8,  and  13)  plus  eight  texts 
from  Galicia  (two  of  these,  cited  in  n.  5,  are  decrees  not 
recorded  in  BITAP).  The  information  has  been  compiled  from 
secondary  sources,  with  the  exception  of  a  badly  deteriorated 
manuscript  fragment  of  statutes  of  an  unidentified  Portuguese 
confraternity  (item  3),  discovered  by  Arthur  L-F.  Askins, 
Martha  E.  Schaffer,  and  Harvey  L.  Sharrer  during  the  course  of 
a  visit  to  the  Arquivo  da  Camara  Municipal  of  Vila  do  Conde, 
in  July  of  1992/  The  information  was  entered  into  the  various 
related  fields  of  BITAP  using  PhiloBiblon,  a  data  entry  and 
retrieval  system  developed  by  Charles  B.  Faulhaber  and  John 
May  at  the  University  of  California,  Berkeley,  for  the  software 
program  Advanced  Revelation.  For  purposes  of  this  note,  we  list 
the  different  confraternities  in  alphabetical  order  by  geographical 
location  and  where  appropriate  give  in  brackets  the  English 
equivalent  of  the  name  or  specific  group  involved.  We  also 
indicate  the  existence  of  modern  editions. 

Galicia^ 

1.  Betanzos.  Confradia  dos  Alfaiates  (or  Xastres)  [tailors].  Esta- 
tutos  originally  composed  in  1 162;  translated  into  Galician  in 
June  of  1337,  at  request  of  Gonzalo  Janeiro. 


^We  are  grateful  to  Antonio  Monteiro  dos  Santos,  Director  of  Vila  do 
Conde's  Arquivo  da  Camara  Municipal,  for  his  generous  assistance  in  our 
search  for  previously  uncited  fragments. 

^We  do  not  include  in  BITAP  two  15th-century  decrees,  issued  by  the 
Bishop  of  Orense,  establishing  the  order  for  different  confraternities  in  the 
city's  annual  Corj")us  Chrisli  procession: 

1.  Ourense  (Orense).  Confradias  dos  Camiceiros  [butchers],  San  Miguel 
(blacksmiths],  Santa  Oufemea  [shoemakers],  San  Sebastian,  Santa  Maria  a 
Madre  [merchants  and  tailors],  and  Cofradia  do  Corjio  Santo.  Ordenanza  dated 
17  May  1437. 

Ourense.  Arquivo  Municipal  de  Ourense  (in  the  Arquivo  Historico  Provin- 
cial), Seicion  Historica,  Libras  de  Noias  do  Concello,  Libro  1,  fols.  138^- 
13^.  Edition:  Ferro  Couselo,  2:  117-18  (doc.  104). 
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MS  location  unknown.  Parchment.  Incipit  (rubric):  "In  Dei 
nomine,  amen."  Text  incipit:  "Feita  he  a  confraria  entre  los  al- 
fayates. "  Edition:  Vaamonde  Lores.  References:  Carre  Aldao, 
345;  Lopez,  34. 

2.  A  Coruna  (La  Corufia).  Congregaci6n  do  Clero  [clerical 
congregation].  Estatutos  v/r\ncn  23  November  1294. 

MS  location  unknown.  Incipit  (preface):  "En  nome  de  Deus  Padre 
fiUo  Spiritu  Santo."  Text  incipit:  "por  ende  tratando  servi(;o  de 
Deus."  Explicit:  "Era  de  mil  e  tres  centos  e  trinta  de  dous  anos." 
Edition:  Tettamancy  Gaston,  581-83  (item  17).  References:  Carre 
Aldao,  315;  Lopez,  34. 

3.  Noya.  Confradia.  Ordenanzas;  revision  dated  between  31 
September  1467  and  24  July  1471. 

MS  location  unknown.  Text  incipit:  "Ordenamos  e  estabelescemos 
que  todas  las  perdas."  Scribe:  Fernan  Afonso  de  Betanyos 
(notary).  Previous  owner:  Don  Segundo  Hombre.  Edition:  Lopez 
Ferreiro,  525-27. 

4.  Santiago  de  Compostela.  Confradia  de  Santa  Maria  dos  Aci- 
becheiros  [j^t  workers/polishers].  Ordenanzas  written  at  Santia- 
go, 27  June  1443,  and  confirmed  by  Don  Lope  de  Mendoza, 
Archbishop  of  Santiago  (1399-1445). 

MS  location  unknown.  Text  incipit:  "I.  yten  ordenamos  e  por  ben 
teemos  que  ningua  persoa  de  qualquer  estado."  Partial  edition: 
Lopez  Ferreiro,  116-17,491-96. 

5.  Santiago  de  Compostela.  Confradia  dos  Cambeadores 
[moneychangers].  Ordenanzas  com^o'^^  in  1490. 


2.  Ourense(Orcnse).  Confradias  de  Sanla  Maria  a  Madre,  Sanla  Oufcmea,  San 
Sebastian,  San  Miguel,  and  Sanla  Maria  Madanela  Ibulchersj.  Ordenanza 
dated  20  June  1451. 

Ourensc.  Arquivo  Municipal  de  Ourcnsc  (in  the  Arquivo  Hislorico  Provincial, 
Scicion  Hislorica,  Lihros  de  Nolas  do  Concello,  Libro  4,  fols.  67-68'.  Edi- 
tion: Form  Couselo,  2:  144-46  (doc.  138). 
In  the  second  document,  the  Confradia  de  Santa  Oufemea's  "jogo  da  coca" 
(i.e.,  the  figure  of  a  monstrous  legendary  sequent)  is  placed  last  in  the  pro- 
cession, with  the  Confradia  de  Sanla  Madanela,  "por  que  a  dita  coqa  he  escan- 
dallosa"  ("because  Ihe  aforementioned  coca  is  scandalous"). 
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MS  location  unknown.  Parchment.  Fols.  r-4''.  Incipit(r):  "Enna 
cibdad  de  Santiago  a  vijnte  e  vn  dias  de  mayo. "  270  x  200  mm. 
Previously  owner:  Jose  Villa-Amil  y  Castro  (ca.  1892).  Edition: 
Villa-Amil  y  Castro,  73-84.  References:  Villa-Amil  y  Castro,  28 
(item  76);  Carre  Aldao,  351;  Lopez  Ferreiro,  109-16,  498. 

6.  Santiago  de  Compostela.  Contradia  dos  Cambeadores  and 
Confradia  dos  Ourives  [goldsmiths].  Avinza  or  concordia  [agree- 
ment] dated  4  February  1289. 

MS  location  unknown.  Parchment.  Text  incipit:  "Esta  he  a  auiinca 
fsic]  ontre  os  vigarios  e  cabido  dos  canbeadores  e  os  ouriuez. " 
Explicit:  "et  este  escripto  deue  durar  et  valer  ontre  elles  para 
senpre. "  Scribe:  Joam  Bernaldez.  Previous  owner:  Luis  Rodriguez 
Seoane.  Edition:  Lopez  Ferreiro,  113-15. 

Portugal 

1.  Batalha.  Mosteiro  de  Santa  Maria  da  Vitoria  da  Batalha  [Do- 
minican monastery  and  church  built  to  commemorate  victory  of 
Aljubarrota  (1385)].  Confraria  de  Santa  Maria  da  Vit6ria.  Com- 
promisso  compiled  in  1427. 

Batalha.  Arquivo  da  Misericordia.  Livro  Primeiro  ou  Antigo,  fols. 
110^-113'.  Reference:  Beirante. 

2.  Beja.  Confraria  dos  Homens-bons.  Compromisso.  Written  at 
Trancoso,  ca.  28  July  1297.  Scribe:  Fernao  Peres  (notary). 
Authorized  by  Dom  Dinis  and  presented  in  "publica  forma"  by 
Joao  Anes  (notary). 

Lisbon.  Arquivo  Nacional  da  Torre  do  Tombo.  Chancelarias 
Regias,  6  [Casa  Forte]  [Doa^oes  de  D.  Dinis,  livro  3],  fols.  4^-5'. 
"Carta  per  que  elRey  outorga  aos  homens  boons  de  Beja  hua 
conffraria  que  antre  ssi  fezerom."  15th-cent.  copy.  Parchment. 
510  X  380  mm.  2  cols.  Incipit  (4"):  "Vi  vossa  carta  em  que  mim 
enviastes  dizeer  que  ordinharades  antre  vos."  Explicit  (5'):  "que 
vos  nom  fa<^am  nenguu  sobresto  mal  nem  for^a."  Edition:  Ta- 
vares,  68-69.  Reference:  Beirante. 

3.  Braga?  Unidentified  confraternity.  Statutes  written  ca.  1351- 
1450. 

Vila  do  Conde.  Arquivo  da  Camara  Municipal.  MS.  1877  [capa]. 
Badly  damaged  parchment  fragment  serving  as  cover  to  Livro  da 
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Receita  das  de^imas  de  Villa  de  Conde  do  Anno  de  1643.  Fol.  V- 
2".  318  X  285  mm.  2  cols.  Reference:  Sousa,  74  (item  1877). 

4.  Coimbra.  Confraria  de  Nossa  Senhora  da  Graga,  Santa  Cruz 
de  Coimbra  [Monastery  of  Santa  Cruz].  Compromisso  compiled 
in  1457. 

Lisbon.  Arquivo  Nacional  da  Torre  do  Tombo.  Corporagoes 
Religiosas,  1.'  incorporagao,  Santa  Cruz  de  Coimbra.  Pasta  3, 
Doc.  do  Aim.  11,  Ma(;o  9,  no.  20.  Reference:  Beirante. 

5.  Coimbra.  Confraria  dos  Bachareis  [clergy  holding  the  bacca- 
laureate degree.  University  of  Coimbra].  Compromisso  compiled 
in  1324. 

Lisbon.  Arquivo  Nacional  da  Torre  do  Tombo.  Corporayoes 
Religiosas,  2."  incorpora9ao,  Cabido  da  Se  de  Coimbra,  Ma90  93, 
doc.  4484.  Reference:  Beirante. 

6.  Evora.  Confraria  de  Sao  Joao  de  Jerusalem  [St.  John  of 
Jerusalem].  Compromisso  originally  composed  in  the  1 2th  cen- 
tury and  attributed  to  Afonso  Henriques  (Afonso  I)  of  Portugal; 
a  13th-century  Portuguese  translation,  extant  in  two  MSS: 

Evora.  Arquivo  Municipal.  Cod.  67  [Livro  I  de  Pergaminho],  fol. 
140'".  Incipit  (140^:  "Apllougueaos  homeens  boons  moradores  da 
9idade  deuora";  explicit  (140"):  "que  nom  veer  ao  cabijdoo  peito 
huum  soldo. "  Editions:  Pereira,  Documentos,  1 :  38-40;  Gusmao, 
1:  166-70  (item  1).  References:  "Os  origmais,"  222  (item  2); 
Beirante. 

Evora.  Biblioteca  Publica  e  Arquivo  Distrital.  Arquivo  da  Miseri- 
cordia,  no.  62.  Parchment.  Reference:  Pereira,  Estudos,  1:351-55. 

7.  Guimaraes.  Confraria  de  Santa  Margarida.  Compromisso 
compiled  before  1300? 

Lisbon.  Arquivo  Nacional  da  Torre  do  Tombo.  Nuclei)  Antigo, 
272  \Tomho  das  Capelas  e  Hospitals  da  Vila  de  Guimardes\,  fols. 
298"-300\  Reference:  Beirante. 

8.  Lisbon.  Borzequieiros,  Sapateiros,  Chapineiros  e  anexos  do 
Hospital  de  S.  Vicente  de  Lisboa  [shoemakers,  including  special- 
ists in  making  boots  and  chopines,  and  those  affiliated  with  the 
Hospital  of  St.  Vincent  of  Lisbon].  Statutes  written  13  Septem- 
ber 1489  and  authorized  by  Joao  I,  22  September  1489;  con- 
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firmed  by  Joao  I  at  Evora,  22  March  1490;  reconfirmed  by 
Manuel  I  at  Evora,  6  June  1497;  and  by  Joao  III  at  Lisbon,  27 
July  1532. 

Lisbon.  Camara  Municipal.  Chancelaria  da  Cidade,  Cod.  390 
[Livro  das  Posturas  Antigas\,  fols.  12r-123\  Parchment.  320  x 
240  mm.  Incipit  (introduction;  121'):  "Senhores  os  borzeguyeyros 
9apateiros  ^oqueiros  e  chapineyros. "  Text  incipit  (121'):  "item 
prymeyramente  que  nhum  meste  nem  outra  nhioa  pessoa."  Explicit 
(122'0'  "segundo  per  eles  pare^ya. "  Editions:  Langhans  and  Caeta- 
no,  1:  373-77;  Rodrigues,  324-31. 

9.  Lisbon.  Confraria  dos  Mercadores  Borgonheses  (or  Bor- 
guinhoes)  [Flemish  merchants].  Founded  12  April  1414  and 
aifiliated  with  the  chapel  of  Santa  Cruz  in  the  Convent  of  Sao 
Domingos.  Compromisso  compiled  in  1472. 

Lisbon.  Arquivo  Nacional  da  Torre  do  Tombo.  Chancelarias 
Regias,  50  [Afonso  V,  livro  24],  fols.  119"-120\  References: 
Beirante;  Almeida,  1:  478a. 

10.  Lisbon  (Alg6s).  Confraria  de  Santa  Catarina  de  Ribamar. 
Compromisso  co mp  i  1  ed  ca .  1 46 1 . 

Lisbon.  Arquivo  Nacional  da  Torre  do  Tombo.  Chancelarias 
Regias,  61  [Afonso  V,  livro  35]  {ohm  Casa  dos  Contos),  fol.  55'". 
Reference:  Beirante. 

11.  Montemor-0-Novo.  Confraria  de  Santo  Andr^.  Constitui^o, 
in  two  parts:  a  carta  with  preceito  e  penas  ("letter"  with  "rule 
and  penalties")  and  privilegio  or  constitution  proper.  Originally 
compiled  16  June  1316;  copied  15017-1531  and  forming  part  of 
the  following  MS: 

Montemor-o-Novo.  Arquivo  da  Misericordia.  Tombo  de  1531, 
fols.  2''-5''.  Document  title:  Compromyso  do  esprytal  de  Santo 
Amdre  que  esta  jumto  como  ho  do  Samto  Sprito  que  fizeram  os 
comfrades.  Incipit  of  prologue  of  first  part  (2"):  "Plouge  aos 
homens  boons  moradores  em  Momte  Moor  o  Novo."  Text  incipit 
(2"):  "Estabeleceram  autre  sy  que  se  ajudem  em  comselho."  Edi- 
tions: transcription  in  modernized  orthography  (with  errors),  in 
Correia,  1:  62-66;  partial  transcription  in  Andrade,  140-41.  Refer- 
ences: Andrade,  139-42;  Beirante. 
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12.  Montemor-o-Velho.  Contraria  dos  Clerigos  [clergymen]. 
Compromisso  compiled  in  1495. 

Lisbon.  Arquivo  Nacional  da  Torre  do  Tombo.  Leitura  Nova,  17 
[Casa  Forte]  [Estremadura,  1],  fols.  6r-67'.  Beginning  production 
date  of  MS:  11  Sept.  1504.  Parchment.  550  x  390.  2  cols.  Refer- 
ence: Beirante. 

13.  Pendurada.  Mosteiro  de  Sao  Joao  (Baptista)  de  Pendurada 
[Benedictine  monastery,  founded  ca.  1059].  Irmandade  or  Con- 
fraria  de  Sao  Joao  de  Pendurada.  Compromisso  dated  24  August 
1387. 

Lisbon.  Arquivo  Nacional  da  Torre  do  Tombo.  Corpora96es 
Religiosas,  1."  incorpora^ao,  Caixa  100,  Ma^o  24  (olim  Suple- 
mento  da  Colec^ao  Especial  Sala  16,  Caixa  68;  olim  Cartorio  do 
Mosteiro  de  Sao  Joao  de  Pendurada,  Ma^o  de  pergaminhos  avul- 
sos,  no.  14).  Incipit  (prologue):  "In  Nomine  Domini.  Sabham 
todos  OS  presentes  e  os  que  am  vyr,  que  todos  os  fiees  Christaaos 
devem  seer  lenbrados  da  saude  de  suas  almas."  Text  incipit: 
"Conssyrando  en  como  Deus  e  dereito  Juiz. "  Explicit:  "nos  sobre 
ditos  Prelados  dos  nosos  seelos  seelamos  este  Compromisso  en 
testemonho  de  verdade."  Edition:  Ribeiro,  2:  247-50.  Reference: 
Almeida,  1:  478a. 

14.  Sabugal.  Confraria  dos  Cavaleiros  do  Sabugal.  Compromisso 
compiled  ca.  1308  and  authorized  by  Dom  Dinis. 

Lisbon.  Arquivo  Nacional  da  Torre  do  Tombo.  Chancelarias 
Regias,  6  [Casa  Forte]  [Doagoes  de  D.  Dinis,  livro  3j.  15th-cent. 
copy.  Parchment.  510  x  380  mm.  2  cols.  Reference:  Beirante. 

15.  Santarem.  Confraria  de  Santo  Ildefonso  [membership  con- 
sisting of  carpenters  and  stonemasons].  Compromisso  compiled 
in  1370. 

Lisbon.  Arquivo  Nacional  da  Torre  do  Tombo.  Nucleo  Antigo  274 
[Tomho  das  Capelas  de  Santarem],  fols.  58'-59'.  Reference: 
Beirante. 

16.  Santarem.  Confraria  de  Sao  Silvestre.  Compromisso  com- 
piled ca.  1482. 

Lisbon.  Arquivo  Nacional  da  Torre  do  Tombo.  Nuclei)  Antigo  274 
[Tombo  das  Capelas  de  Santarem\,  fol.  1 12.  Reference:  Beirante. 
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17.  Sintra.  Confraria  dos  Fieis  de  Deus  or  Confraria  da  Con- 

ceigao.  Compromi s so  compWod  Feb.  1346. 

Sintra.  Cartorio  de  Santa  Maria.  Parchment.  Incipit:  "Primeyramte 
todos  OS  cofrades  como  amigos  e  hirmaaos."  Edition:  Freire,  351- 
55.  Reference:  Beirante. 

18-37.  Torres  Novas  and  surrounding  region.  Compromissos  for 
twenty  individual  confraternities  are  extant  in  one  MS:  Lisbon, 
Arquivo  Nacional  da  Torre  do  Tombo,  Nucleo  Antigo  275 
[Tombo  das  Cape  las  de  Torres  Novas].  The  list  below  with  dates 
of  original  composition  is  taken  from  Beirante  (see  especially 
"Quadro  11",  50).  She  cites  brief  passages  from  15  of  the  texts 
(leaving  out  those  of  Ribeira,  Lapas,  Alqueidao,  Bulgalhos,  and 
Monsanto).  Beirante  does  not  give  the  date  of  the  manuscript 
copy,  but  all  the  texts  cited  are  in  archaic  Portuguese.^  Some  of 
the  documents  show  close  affinity  with  others  in  the  group, 
revealing  what  Beirante  calls  "familias"  of  confraternity  texts  (p. 
3).  We  have  not  yet  seen  an  edition  of  the  confraternity  statutes 
of  Bugalhos,  Alcanena,  and  Monsanto,  published  in  1989  by  Ida 
Gonial ves  and  Maria  de  F^tima  Botao  (Beirante,  54). 

Fungalvas  (1176) 

Bexiga  (12th  cent.?) 

Paialvo  (12th  cent.) 

Santa  Maria  de  Olaia  (12th  cent.) 

Lavradores  (1212) 

Mamas  (1212) 

Ribeira  (1212) 

Lapas  (1212) 

Alcorochel  (1212) 

Alqueidao  da  Serra  (1212) 

Bulgalhos  (1219) 

Alcanena  (1353) 

Zibreira  (1353) 

Monsanto  (1353) 

Santa  Maria  do  Vale  (ca.  1429) 


Concerning  the  compromisso  of  Fungalvas,  the  oldest  of  the  Torres  Novas 
group,  Beirante  indicates  that  the  extant  text,  written  in  Portuguese,  may  have 
been  revised  in  the  15th  century  (n.  13,  at  p.  55). 
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Santa  Maria  dos  Anjos  (1429) 
Sao  Bras  (1442) 
Sao  Bento  (ca.  1473) 
Sao  Salvador  (ca.  1495) 
Sao  Pedro  (ca.  1499) 

38.  Viana  do  Alentejo.  Confraria  dos  Ovelheiros  [sheepherders]; 

also  known  as  the  Confraria  dos  Homens  Bons.  Compromisso 

written  8  June  1319. 

Lisbon.  Arquivo  Nacional  da  Torre  do  Tombo.  Nucleo  Antigo  273 
[Tombo  dos  Bens  do  Hospital  de  Nossa  Senhora  da  Graga  de 
Viana],  fols.  V-V.  Scribe:  Domingos  Peres  (priest).  Incipit  (intro- 
duction) (T):  "Prouve  aos  homens  boons  moradores  em  Viana." 
Text  incipit  (T):  "  Estabelleceram  entre  ssy  em  qual  maneyra  se 
devem  acoonter. "  Explicit  (2"):  "E  aquel  que  tolher  penhor  peyte 
tres  soldos. "  Edition:  Tavares,  69-72.  Reference:  Beirante. 

The  compilers  of  BITAP  plan  to  examine  as  many  of  the  manu- 
scripts cited  above  as  possible  during  archival  work  in  Portugal 
(and  perhaps  Galicia)  in  June  and  July  of  1994.  They  also  invite 
readers  of  Confraternitas  to  send  corrections  or  new  biblio- 
graphical information  about  Portuguese  and  Galician  confrater- 
nity manuscripts  to  Arthur  L-F.  Askins,  Department  of  Spanish 
and  Portuguese,  University  of  California,  Berkeley,  California 
94720. 

Harvey  L.  Sharrer 

University  of  California,  Santa  Barbara 

In  collaboration  with 

Arthur  L-F.  Askins 

University  of  California,  Berkeley 
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Reviews 

Carrara,  Francesca  and  Maria  Pia  Mannini.  Lo  spedale  della 
Misericordia  e  Dolce  di  Prato.  Storia  e  collezioni.  Append  ice  di 
Ivo  Regoli.  Area  Pratese:  Masso  delle  Fate  Edizioni,  1993.  252 
pp.,  illustrations. 

The  volume  focuses  on  the  history  of  the  building  and  the  col- 
lections of  the  Spedale  della  Scala  e  Dolce  in  Prato  in  an  attempt 
to  reconstruct  the  historical,  architectural,  and  artistic  events  of 
this  urban  institution  which  played  a  commanding  role  in  the 
economic  and  social  history  of  the  city.  To  this  end,  the  work 
has  been  co-authored  by  an  architect,  Francesca  Carrara,  and  the 
Curator  of  the  Civic  Museum,  Dr.  Maria  Pia  Mannini. 

After  a  brief  Presentation  (pp.  5-6)  and  Preface  (pp.  7-8), 
the  volume  is  divided  into  two  parts.  In  Part  I  (pp.  9-77),  Fran- 
cesca Carrara  conducts  a  comparative  analysis  of  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  actual  structure  of  the  hospice/hospital  in 
connection  with  the  evolution  of,  and  modification  to  the  urban 
fabric  in  which  it  resides.  Seen  as  an  intersection  of  many 
diverse  histories,  the  Spedale's  relationship  to  the  surrounding 
urban  architecture  is  studied  in  chronological  order,  from  the 
12th  to  the  19th  century,  with  particular  reference  to  the  phe- 
nomenon of  the  development  of  similar  institutions  in  Tuscany, 
as  well  as  other  broader  socio-historical  events  which  played 
important  roles  in  its  development. 

The  next  section  (pp.  79-118),  by  Dr.  Mannini,  attempts  a 
comprehensive  and  organic  reconstruction  of  the  holdings  of 
works  of  art — paintings,  ornaments,  furniture,  majolica — which, 
over  the  centuries,  have  been  dispersed  and  divided  principally 
between  the  Palazzo  degli  Spedalinghi  and  the  Palazzo  Pretorio, 
current  site  of  the  Civic  Museum.  Proceeding  in  chronological 
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order  from  the  first  inventory  of  1273  to  the  18th  century,  this 
section  examines  everything  from  the  frescoes,  coats  of  arms, 
portraits,  altarpieces,  to  the  majolica  pieces  of  the  pharmacy. 

Related  to  the  art  collection,  there  follow  brief  sections 
examining  bequests,  acquisitions  and  suppressions  (pp.  1 19-25), 
the  Martini  Gallery  (pp.  127-28),  as  well  as  a  comprehensive 
index  of  works  of  art  (pp.  131-92).  These  are  further  supple- 
mented by  a  brief  chronology  of  the  hospital's  history  (pp.  193- 
98),  an  extensive  appendix  containing  all  documents  consulted 
and  pertinent  to  the  research,  in  both  Latin  and  Italian,  (pp.  201- 
49),  and  a  chronological  bibliography  of  all  related  studies. 

This  volume  provides  valuable  information  regarding  the 
relationship  between  benevolent  institutions  and  the  arts  by 
means  of  sound  archival  research  and  abundant  documentation. 
This  latter  aspect  is  in  the  form  of  numerous  photographs  of  the 
works  of  art,  architectural  designs  and  maps  which  also  render 
the  volume  attractive  to  the  eye. 

Robert  Buranello 
University  of  Toronto 


*  *  * 


Clark,  Mary  and  Raymond  Refausse,  eds.  Directory  of  Historic 
Dublin  Guilds.  Dublin:  Dublin  Public  Libraries,  1993.  65  pp., 
8  b/w  illustrations.  ISBN  0-94684-1438  hardback,  price  IR  10- 
94  p.;  0-94684-1 12x  paperback,  price  IR  5-95  p. 

The  tragic  loss  of  many  Dublin  guild  records  in  1922  when  the 
Public  Record  Office  of  Ireland  was  gutted  with  fire  has  un- 
doubtedly hampered  scholarship  on  the  fascinating  subject  of 
Dublin's  guild  system.  As  the  editors  maintain  in  the  foreword, 
this  book  seeks  once  again  to  stimulate  interest  in  the  study  of 
Dublin's  guilds  by  providing  an  introduction  to  their  history  and 
surviving  sources.  This  book  has  therefore  much  to  offer,  even 
to  those  already  familiar  with  the  subject. 

The  history  of  Dublin  guilds  spans  over  600  years,  from  the 
guild  system's  charter  of  inception  in  1162  to  1841  when  the 
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system  was  finally  abolished.  The  editors  treat  each  of  the  38 
trade,  religious,  and  military  guilds  that  existed  during  this 
period  separately.  Together  with  the  name  of  the  guild's  patron 
saint,  an  illustration  of  the  guild's  shield  at  the  head  of  each 
entry,  and  a  short  history  of  each  guild,  the  editors  have  en- 
deavored to  provide  a  bibliography  of  as  many  primary  sources 
concerning  the  guild  as  they  could  find,  including  surviving 
records,  transcripts  and  artifacts  as  well  as  records  that  were 
known  to  have  been  destroyed  in  1922.  Six  appendices  adjoin 
the  guild  list,  adding  information  on  the  common  council,  the 
medieval  Corpus  Christi  pageant,  Dublin  street  names,  and 
locations  of  various  guildhalls.  Two  of  the  six  are  intended  to 
aid  the  researcher  in  finding  primary  sources,  giving  the  address 
of  institutions  that  house  guild  records  or  artifacts  as  well  as  a 
long  list  of  guild  records  and  artifacts  that  the  editors  have  been 
unable  to  locate  from  Henry  Guinness'  list  of  1922.'  Finally,  a 
bibliography  of  secondary  sources  completes  the  book. 

Medieval  scholars  will  soon  realize  that  few  medieval 
records  survive  even  for  organizations  as  old  as  the  Merchant's 
Guild  (founded  ca.  1 192)  whose  sole  witness  before  1438  is  the 
Dublin  Guild  Merchant  Roll,  recently  edited  by  Philomena 
Connolly  and  Geoffrey  Martin.^  Of  special  interest,  however,  is 
the  importance  Clark  and  Refausse  place  on  the  medieval  Cor- 
pus Christi  pageant  which  began  sometime  at  the  end  of  the 
fifteenth  century  and  ended  around  1570.  Given  what  we  know 
of  the  guild  organization  at  York  for  their  yearly  pageant,  future 
scholarship  on  Dublin's  pageant  is  sure  to  draw  some  interesting 
parallels. 

Though  readers  may  want  to  supplement  Clark  and  Refaus- 
s6's  short  histories  with  a  work  like  John  Webb's  The  Guilds  Of 
Dublin  (Dublin,  1929;  rpt  1970),  this  book's  real  value  is  in  its 
bibliography  and  location  of  primary  sources,  a  welcome  aid  for 


Henry  S.  Guinness.  "Dublin  Trade  Guilds."  Journal  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Antiquaries  of  Ireland  52  (1922):  143-63. 

^See  the  review  in  Confratemitas  4:1  (1993):  25-26. 
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those  used  to  pouring  through  the  voluminous  Calendar  of 
Ancient  Records  of  Dublin. 

Steven  Killings 

Centre  for  Medieval  Studies 

University  of  Toronto 


*  *  * 


Fanti,  Mario,  ed.  Gli  archivi  delle  istituzionidi  caritd  e  assisten- 
za  attive  in  Bologna  nel  Medioevo  e  neU'eta  moderna.  Atti  del 
4.0  colloquio  "Forme  e  soggetti  delPintervento  assistenziale  in 
una  citt^d'antico  regime,"  Bologna  20-21  gennaio  1984.  Vol.  1. 
Bologna:  Istituto  per  la  storia  di  Bologna,  1984.  155  pp. 

The  volume  opens  with  a  brief  but  important  listing  of  specific 
fondi  of  confraternity  materials  given  according  to  their  current 
location  (pp.  9-12).  Thus,  for  example,  we  read  that  in  the 
Fondo  Demaniale  at  the  Archivio  di  Stato  di  Bologna  are  to  be 
found  the  documents  of  the  Compagnia  del  Buon  Gesu  and  nine 
other  confraternities.  The  four  following  chapters  continue  with 
similar  essential  information,  grouping  it  according  to  types  of 
institutions  and  providing  not  only  very  precise  collocation  indi- 
cations but  also  a  brief  history  of  each  organization. 

Thus  chapter  1  "Hospices  for  pilgrims,  travellers  and  the 
infirm"  provides  historical  and  archival  information  on  the  con- 
fraternities and  hospices  of  S.  Maria  della  Vita  and  twelve  other 
such  organizations  (pp.  15-53).  The  second  chapter,  dealing  with 
orphanages  for  both  boys  and  girls,  covers  ten  such  organiz- 
ations (pp.  55-87).  The  third  chapter  lists  seven  hospices  and 
homes  for  the  indigent,  the  aged,  and  poor  priests  (pp.  89-1 12). 
And  the  fourth  gathers  six  other  various  benevolent  institutions 
(pp.  113-144).  Four  different  indices  (organizations,  institutions, 
families,  and  a  general  index)  complete  the  volume. 

This  is  a  fundamental  and  indispensible  volume  for  the  study 
of  the  confraternal  movement  in  Bologna  since  most,  if  not  all 
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these  organizations  were  either  run  or  had  extremely  close  ties 
with  confraternities  in  the  city. 

Konrad  Eisenbichler 
Victoria  College 
University  of  Toronto 


*  *  * 


Fanti,  Mario.  Lxi  Chiesa  e  la  Compagnia  del  Poveri  in  Bologna. 
Una  istituzione  di  mutuo  soccorso  nella  societd  bolognese  fra  il 
Cinquecento  e  il  Seicento,  Presentazione  di  Paolo  Prodi. 
Bologna:  Edizioni  Dehoniane,  1977.  201  pp.,  illustrations. 

This  study  of  the  Bolognese  Compagnia  dei  Poveri  and  its 
church  of  Santa  Maria  Regina  dei  Cieli  was  produced  for  the 
400th  anniversary  of  its  foundation  (1576).  A  small  group  of 
working  class  Bolognese  established  the  confraternity  for  pur- 
poses of  communal  piety  and  mutual  aid.  The  members'  regular 
donations  provided  for  financial  assistance  in  times  of  sickness, 
for  the  care  of  orphans,  for  dowries,  and  for  the  burial  of  the 
deceased.  Members  were  to  exercise  a  spiritual  life  directed  by 
confraternal  and  individual  prayer.  Membership,  both  male  and 
female,  quickly  increased.  In  1595  the  confraternity  counted 
over  2,500  members,  a  figure  that  Fanti  estimates  to  represent 
4.23%  of  the  total  population  of  Bologna.  A  concern  of  the 
officers  of  the  confraternity  was  that  only  a  small  fraction  of  the 
membership  participated  in  the  confraternity's  religious  services. 
One  reason  for  this  may  have  been  the  greater  emphasis  mem- 
bers placed  on  the  confraternity's  work  of  social  assistance. 
Another  may  have  been  the  fact  that  a  large  number  of  members 
were  day  labourers  and  tradesmen  whose  time  and  economics 
may  have  made  participation  in  communal  worship  more  diffi- 
cult. 

The  author  highlights  a  significant  shift  in  membership  and 
operation  at  the  end  of  the  16th  and  beginning  of  the  17th  cen- 
turies. The  original  membership  of  day  labourers  and  tradesmen 
was  augmented  by  the  presence  of  wealthier  Bolognesi.  By  the 
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end  of  the  16th  century  nobles  and  clerics  dominated  the  mem- 
bership. The  major  offices  were  by  then  the  preserve  of  sena- 
tors. As  a  result,  the  confraternity  spent  less  of  its  resources  on 
carrying  out  the  original  intentions  of  the  organization,  that  is, 
care  of  the  poor,  and  more  on  the  elaborate  rituals  that  were 
gaining  ground  in  the  Baroque  atmosphere  of  the  17th  century. 
By  1627,  when  new  statutes  were  published,  the  Compagnia  dei 
Poveri  had  become  a  confraternity  of  the  rich. 

The  transformation  of  the  membership  is  reflected  in  the 
increased  emphasis  on  the  embellishment  of  the  church,  Santa 
Maria  Regina  dei  Cieli.  The  last  chapter  records  the  artistic 
patrimony  of  the  confraternity  which,  under  its  newer  regula- 
tions, continues  to  function  to  the  present  day. 

Paul  V.  Murphy 
University  of  Toronto 


*  *  * 


Latorre,  Antonietta.  Le  confraternite  di  Fasano  dal  XVI  al  XX 
secolo.  Prime  indagini  sulVassociazionismo  laicale  fasanese. 
Introduction  by  Cosimo  Damiano  Fonseca.  Fasano:  Schena, 
1993.  368  pp.,  illustrations. 

After  an  introductory  chapter  on  the  Counter-Reformation  and 
piety  in  southern  Italy  (pp.  15-22),  the  author  briefly  examines 
the  role  of  confraternities  in  the  history  of  Fasano  (pp.  23-30). 
She  then  devotes  each  of  the  following  seven  chapters  to  a  dif- 
ferent confraternity  in  town:  that  of  the  SS.mo  Sacramento  (pp. 
31-78),  Maria  SS.  del  Rosario  (pp.  79-116),  Immacolata  Con- 
cezione  (pp.  1 17-53),  Pio  Monte  del  Purgatorio  (pp.  155-228), 
Maria  SS.ma  Assunta  in  Cielo  (pp.  229-62),  S.  Maria  della 
Salette  e  S.  Francesco  di  Paola  (pp.  263-308),  and  S.  Giuseppe 
(pp.  309-35).  Each  of  these  chapters  gives  a  brief  history  of  the 
confraternity,  its  constitution,  and  provides  a  number  of  illustra- 
tions (b/w  and  colour  photographs)  of  its  habit,  building,  art- 
works, and  other  objects  of  interest.  The  1991  diocesan  general 
statute  for  confraternities  is  appended  at  the  end  (pp.  337-43). 
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Three  bibliographies,  one  general,  one  regional,  and  one  local, 
plus  an  index  complete  the  volume. 

Most  of  the  material  is  post-tridentine,  much  of  it  as  late  as 
the  19th-20th  centuries,  and  the  historical  sections  are  rather 
brief  and  narrative  in  tone.  As  the  subtitle  to  the  volume  clearly 
indicates,  these  are  simply  a  series  of  "first  inquiries  into  the  lay 
association  movement"  of  Fasano.  As  such  they  constitute  an 
introduction  to  the  background  and  contemporary  reality  of  the 
confraternities  of  a  mid-sized  town  in  southern  Italy  and  attest  to 
the  continued  vitality  of  lay  religious  associations  in  the  area. 

Konrad  Eisenbichler 
Victoria  College 
Toronto 


*  *  * 


Paquay,  Valentijn.  De  geschiedenis  van  de  Stichting  Sint  Nicolai 
Broederschap  te  Arnham.  1351-1993:  Gasthuis,  Preuven  en 
Hulpbetoon.  Zutphen:  Walburg  Pers,  1993.  374  pp.,  illustra- 
tions. 

Valentijn  Paquay's  history  of  the  Saint  Nicholas  confraternity  of 
Arnhem  in  the  province  of  Gelders,  Holland,  runs  from  the 
group's  founding  to  the  present  day.  Established  in  1351  in 
response  to  the  social  upheaval  caused  by  the  Black  Death,  the 
association  sought  to  promote  a  communal  life  based  on  equality 
and  brotherhood  among  the  members.  To  strengthen  these  ties, 
members  placed  special  emphasis  on  common  meals. 

In  discussing  the  group's  ethos,  Paquay  lingers  on  the  inter- 
nal workings  of  the  confraternity,  its  communal  life,  its  statutes, 
its  holdings  and  its  financial  status.  He  also  concentrates  on  the 
outer  workings  of  the  confraternity  and  its  relation  with  the 
larger  community  of  Arnhem  and  surroundings  through  the 
work  of  its  members.  This  emphasis  on  external  dealings  leads 
the  author  to  use  of  the  political  history  of  Holland,  and  specifi- 
cally of  Arnhem,  to  divide  his  study  of  the  confraternity  into 
three  general  parts. 
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Thus,  the  first  part  discusses  the  confraternity's  founding 
and  places  it  in  the  context  of  medieval  society.  Here  the  author 
discusses  at  length  the  confraternity's  emphasis  on  caring  for  the 
poor  and  operating  hospices.  The  second  part  begins  with  the 
ascendancy  of  the  Protestant  faction  in  Arnhem.  By  1581  Protes- 
tants constituted  the  majority  in  the  city  and  were  thus  able  to 
force  the  confraternity  to  abandon  the  Catholic  emblem  it  had 
used  since  its  inception.  Paradoxically,  the  confraternity  was 
otherwise  left  untouched  and  was  able  to  continue  its  Catholic 
practices.  The  third  part  begins  from  the  creation  of  the  Dutch 
national  state  (1795)  and  runs  to  the  present.  During  this  period 
the  'reformed'  confraternity  of  Saint  Nicholas  was  engaged  in  a 
lengthy  battle  with  both  the  national  government  and  the  city 
council  of  Arnhem  in  order  to  assert  and  maintain  its  role  as  a 
social  agent  in  a  modern  society. 

Paquay's  volume,  based  as  it  is  on  an  extensive  assortment 
of  archival  material,  is  enriched  with  numerous  illustrations, 
including  several  maps  and  illustrations  of  Arnhem,  and  a  list  of 
confraternity  members. 

Claude  P.  Desmarais 
University  of  Toronto 


*  *  * 


Ventrone,  Paola.  Gli  araldi  della  commedia.  Teatro  a  Firenze 
nel  Rinascimento.  Pisa:  Pacini  Editore,  1993.  219  pp. 

The  volume  is  divided  into  five  chapters.  The  first  examines  the 
Laurentian  period,  and  in  particular  the  myth  of  the  patron 
prince,  the  Medicean  jousts,  the  revival  of  classical  theatre,  and 
the  triumphs  staged  in  the  last  few  years  of  the  regime  (pp.  13- 
53).  The  second  examines  the  manner  in  which  theatrical  events 
were  produced  in  Florence,  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  role 
of  groups,  especially  religious  confraternities  and  secular  associ- 
ations (pp.  55-89).  The  third  chapter  examines  the  relationship 
between  text  and  performance  (pp.  91-135).  The  fourth  looks  at 
theatrical  practices,  and  in  particular  the  role  of  the  town  herald 
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(pp.  137-67).  The  fifth  chapter  considers  a  number  of  theories 
on  theatre  debated  at  the  time,  touching  in  part  on  Poliziano,  the 
discussions  of  the  Orti  Oricellari,  and  the  experimentation  with 
classical  comedy  (pp.  169-99).  An  extensive  index,  and  a  rich 
bibliographical  apparatus  in  the  notes  complement  the  thorough- 
ness of  the  author's  research  and  the  depth  of  her  analysis. 

In  examining  the  development  of  theatre  in  15th- 16th  cen- 
tury Florence  as  outlined  above,  the  author  takes  full  cognizance 
of  the  role  played  by  confraternities  in  its  sponsorship  and  pro- 
duction in  the  city.  Even  a  cursory  glance  at  the  index  points  to 
no  less  than  27  different  confraternities  mentioned  by  name  in 
the  volume.  Many  reappear  under  other  rubrics,  such  as  "feste 
e  spettacoli,"  thus  pointing  to  the  confraternities'  participation  in 
civic  life,  both  religious  and  secular.  Although  the  book  is 
intended  primarily  for  historians  of  theatre,  its  many  references 
to  the  role  played  by  lay  religious  associations  in  the  festive  life 
of  the  city  will  also  be  invaluable  to  scholars  of  the  confraternal 
movement. 

Konrad  Eisenbichler 
Victoria  College 
University  of  Toronto 


*  *  * 


Maestri  e  botteghe.  Pittura  a  Firenze  alia  fine  del  Quattrocento. 
Exhibition  catalogue  edited  by  Mina  Gregori,  Antonio  Paolucci, 
Cristina  Acidini  Luchinat  (Milano:  Silvana  Editoriale,  1992). 

La  mostra,  realizzata  nelPambito  delle  celebrazioni  per  comme- 
morare  il  quinto  centenario  della  morte  di  Lorenzo  de'  Medici, 
^  importante  per  la  sua  impostazione  che,  rifiutando  una  facile 
e  scontata  presentazione  di  opere  notissime,  ha  invece  puntato 
sull  esemplificazione  delFordinamento  delle  botteghe,  analiz- 
zando  e  scomponendo  Torganizzazione  del  mondo  artistico 
tlorentino  del  tardo  Quattrocento.  Tali  ricerche  non  sono  state 
dettate  dalFoccasione,  ma  rappresentano  il  risultato  di  studi 
portati  avanti  da  tempo,  sia  da  un  gruppo  di  studiosi  coordinati 
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e  guidati  da  Anna  Padoa  facenti  capo  al  Dipartimento  di  Storia 
delle  Arti  e  dello  Spettacolo  delPUniversit^  di  Firenze,  sia  dalla 
Soprintendenza  per  i  Beni  Artistic!  e  Storici. 

Spesso,  ancora,  gli  storici  delTarte  studiano  le  opere  e  gli 
storici  il  contesto  per  il  quale  vennero  realizzate,  senza  che  si 
riescano  a  integrare  le  discipline:  i  saggi  introduttivi  di  questo 
catalogo  sono  un  valido  esempio  di  tale  auspicabile  interscambio 
e  il  volume  rappresenta  quindi  un  utile  strumento,  non  indiriz- 
zato  esclusivamente  a  chi  abbia  interessi  storico-artistici. 

La  parte  preliminare  del  catalogo~cui  non  corrisponde  una 
sezione  espositiva  in  mostra  e  che  si  deve  ad  Anna  Maria  Ber- 
nacchioni-riguarda  proprio  la  bottega,  intesa  sia  come  ambiente 
in  cui  operavano  gli  artisti,  che  come  struttura  organizzativa  del 
lavoro.  A  Nicoletta  Pons  spetta  la  prima  sezione  dedicata  a 
"Dipinti  a  piu  mani"  e  subito  emergono  le  difficolt^  proposte 
dalla  realizzazione  di  una  mostra  che  abbia  per  oggetto  il  Quat- 
trocento, con  i  conseguenti  problemi  di  spostamenti  di  opere. 
Viene  poi  focalizzato  il  "tirocinio"  dell'artista,  che  trovava  nella 
bottega  un  "luogo  di  formazione"  (Anna  Padoa),  nel  quale  il 
disegno  aveva  un  ruolo  fondamentale  (Gigetta  Dalli  Regoli). 
Alio  studio  delle  varie  dinastie  di  pittori  (i  Bicci,  i  Gozzoli,  i 
Ghirlandaio,  i  Pollaiolo,  solo  per  citarne  alcuni),  segue  Tanalisi 
delle  opere  realizzate  da  collaborator!  su  unMdea  o  un  disegno 
del  maestro  (Lisa  Venturini).  Estremamente  interessante  Tesa- 
me-che  si  deve  ancora  a  Lisa  Venturini-sia  delPampia  diffu- 
sione  di  alcuni  modelli  che  ebbero  larga  fortuna,  che  delle  copie 
da  original!  illlustri.  Si  entra  poi  in  merito  al  persistere  di  forme 
tradizionali  con  pittori  che  ripetono  moduli  ormai  arcaic!  (Anna 
Maria  Bernacchioni),  recuperando  anche  i  fondi  oro  (Cecilia 
Filippini).  La  stessa  studiosa  analizza  poi  gli  adattamenti  e  i 
restaur!  di  opere-generalmente  miracolose  o  assa!  venerate- 
trecentesche.  Non  solo  ad  edifici  pubblic!  erano  dedicati  gli 
interventi  degli  artisti  (lo  testimoniano  gli  arredi  e  gli  oggetti  di 
devozione  privata)  e  non  limitati  alia  pittura  (realizzavano  infatti 
ogni  genere  di  lavori,  come  prova  la  sezione  che  esamna  r"unit^ 
delle  arti  in  bottega").  Inflne,  Cristina  Acidini  Luchinat  indaga 
su  alcuni  artisti  fiorentini  che  operarono  a  Roma  e  Lisa  Ventu- 
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rini  analizza  le  opere  di  uno  di  essi,  il  cosidetto  "Maestro  del 
Tondo  Borghese." 

Tra  i  numerosi  spunti  offerti  dal  catalogo,  risultano  di  note- 
vole  interesse  per  chi  si  occupi  di  argomenti  *confraternali'  i 
documenti  inediti~resi  noti  da  Anna  Maria  Bernacchioni-relativi 
alio  stendardo  della  compagnia  di  tanciulli  dedicata  alia  Purifica- 
zione  della  Vergine  e  di  San  Zanobi,  detta  di  San  Marco  (pp. 
27,  29,  175).  Sempre  in  tema  di  gonfaloni,  bisogna  rilevare  che 
purtroppo  alia  mostra  non  6  stato  concesso  il,  pur  richiesto,  San 
Giovanni  Battista  attribuito  a  Jacopo  del  Sellaio,  oggi  al  Szemu- 
vszeti  Muzeum  di  Budapest,  di  cui  viene  per6  presentata  Tillu- 
strazione  in  catalogo  (p.  260,  fig.  12):  poteva  essere  Toccasione 
di  risalire  alia  compagnia  per  la  quale  questo  stendardo  proces- 
sionale  fu  realizzato.  Sono  infatti  rari  i  gonfaloni  fiorentini 
superstiti  e  la  possibility  di  esaminare  il  dipinto,  e  il  retro  di 
esso,  avrebbe  potuto  indirizzare  nella  ricerca  per  individuare  la 
contraternita  che  Taveva  commissionato. 

Quanto  alPaccettazione,  in  via  dubitativa,  di  riconoscere  nel 
"Maestro  di  San  Miniato"  quel  Lorenzo  di  Giovanni  che  nel 
gennaio  1473/4  restaur6  la  Madonna  delle  elemosine  della  Buca 
di  San  Girolamo,  si  potrebbe  sottolineare  che  la  Bernacchioni 
rende  noto  che  questo  pittore  aveva  bottega  "al  canto  della  via 
de'  Servi"  (p.  178),  vicino  dunque  alia  confraternita  di  San 
Girolamo,  ubicata  alPinterno  dello  spedale  di  San  Matteo,  con 
ingresso  da  via  della  Sapienza,  Tattuale  Cesare  Battisti.  Frequen- 
temente  le  commissioni  erano  affidate  dalle  compagnie  o  per  la 
contiguity  tra  la  bottega  e  la  sede,  o  perche  gli  artisti  erano 
affittuari  di  case  o  fondi  di  propriety  delle  confraternite  o,  in- 
fme,  ed  ^  un  caso  tra  i  piu  comuni,  perch(^  gli  artisti  ne  facevano 
parte  e  realizzavano  le  opere  ad  un  prezzo  inferiore~e  anche 
gratuitamente-sia  per  devozione  che  a  scopo  'promozionale.* 

Nelle  manitestazioni  'laurenziane'  non  ^  stato  aftrontato  in 
modo  sistematico  (ad  eccezione  di  una  nota  succinta  di  Lucia 
Sandri  in  Consorterie  politiche  e  mutamenti  istituzionali  in  eta 
laurenziana,  a  cura  di  M.A.  Morelli  Timpanaro,  R.  Manno 
Tolu,  P.  Viti.  Milano:  Silvana  Editoriale,  1992,  pp.  245,  247), 
lo  studio  di  un  ambiente  che  rispecchia  profondamente  il  mondo 
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della  Firenze  del  tardo  Quattrocento:  Toratorio  di  San  Martino 
dei  Buonomini  e  in  particolare  il  ciclo  di  affreschi  che  ne  cam- 
pisce  le  lunette.  Nicoletta  Pons  (p.  35)  si  avvale  del  problema 
deirindividuazione  degli  artisti  presenti  nelle  varie  scene  per 
introdurre  la  sezione  "Dipinti  a  piu  mani"  e  per  attribuire  al 
"Maestro  delPEpifania  di  Fiesole"parte  delle  due  lunette  con  le 
Storie  di  San  Martino,  mentre  definisce  "ghirlandaiesche"  le 
restanti  scene.  Non  si  pretende  in  questa  sede  di  analizzare  il 
ciclo  e  i  problemi  che  suscita,  si  desidera  solo  anticipare  il 
risultato  di  uno  studio  sul  soggetto  dei  dipinti  sovente  ritenuti 
raffiguranti  le  sette  opere  di  misericordia,  mentre  vi  sono  rap- 
presentati  invece  le  attivit^  benefiche  svolte  dai  Buonomini. 

Con  questo  ciclo  di  affreschi  ci  si  riallaccia  a  Lorenzo  de' 
Medici~la  cui  commemorazione  ha  offerto  lo  spunto  per  le  nu- 
merose  manifestazioni  celebrative-proprio  perche  presenta 
ambienti,  usi  e  costumi  di  coloro  che,  insieme  al  Magnifico, 
vivevano  in  quegli  anni  a  Firenze  e  insieme  a  lui  frequentavano 
i  sodalizi  della  citt^. 

Ludovica  Sebregondi 
Firenze 


Thesis  Abstracts 

Gazzini,  Marina. "L«  'Scuola  delta  Divinita'  net  secolo  XV." 
Tesi  di  laurea,  a. a.  1989-1990,  relatore  prof.  G.  Soldi  Rondini- 
ni.  University  degli  Studi  di  Milano.  2  vols. 

The  thesis  explores  the  15th-century  history  of  a  Milanese  con- 
fraternity, the  "Scuola  della  Divinity,"  founded  in  1429  by 
Donato  Ferrario  of  Pantigliate,  a  rich  merchant.  Forms  of  chari- 
table activities,  economic  and  patrimonial  behaviour,  as  well  as 
social  status  of  members  are  examined  in  detail. 

Though  the  Scuola  della  Divinity  quickly  became  one  of  the 
most  important  pious  institutions  in  Milan,  it  has  not  received 
much  scholarly  attention.  This  thesis  is  therefore  not  only  a 
contribution  to  the  history  of  this  institution,  but  also  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  complex  organization  of  charitable  institutions 
in  late  medieval  Milan. 

The  first  volume  of  the  thesis  (197  pp.)  consists  of  the  fol- 
lowing chapters. 

Chapter  1  offers  a  brief  overview  of  the  basic  characteristics 
of  15th-century  Milanese  charitable  institutions:  hospitals,  con- 
fraternities, alms  consortia  or  scholae.  Most  of  these  institutions 
were  founded  or  governed  by  laymen.  The  political,  social  and 
economic  conditions  of  the  Late  Middle  Ages,  together  with  the 
growth  of  a  new  economic  pauperism  and  the  rise  of  spiritual 
and  religious  tensions,  created  a  propitious  climate  for  the  devel- 
opment of  devotional  and  charitable  confraternities. 

Chapter  2  examines  the  origins  of  the  Scuola  di  Divinity.  Its 
principal  promoter,  the  merchant  Donato  Ferrario,  is  a  typical 
example  of  the  middle  merchant  class  of  the  period.  Not  very 
famous  even  in  his  own  land,  he  succeeded  in  acquiring  wealth 
through  a  variety  of  business  interests  (cotton  and  woollen 
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cloths,  wine,  corn,  cheese,  cattle)  and  real  estate  investments, 
both  in  the  city  and  in  the  countryside.  His  social  status  rose  and 
was  confirmed  by  his  founding  of  the  confraternity,  a  direct 
result  of  a  dream  in  which  God  exhorted  him  to  do  just  such  a 
thing  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  people  of  Milan.  Although  the 
dream  may  be  merely  a  literary  topos,  the  influence  of  Francis- 
can Observant  preachers  may  be  a  more  realistic  inspiration  for 
the  event. 

Chapter  3  is  devoted  to  a  study  of  the  confraternity's  mem- 
bership. The  Statutes  required  members  to  be  laymen  (only  one 
clergyman  was  admitted)  and  to  be  dedicated  to  assisting  the 
poor.  There  were  usually  12  members,  all  of  whom  were  of 
high  social  rank,  and  were  often  officers  in  other  pious  institu- 
tions in  the  city  (such  as  in  the  Ospedale  Maggiore,  or  in  the 
Monte  di  Piet^).  By  the  end  of  the  15th  century,  in  fact,  there 
were  a  number  of  people  in  Milan  who  seemed  to  be  pursuing  a 
"Confraternity  office  career."  The  practice  of  charitable  activ- 
ities through  the  management  of  hospitals  and  confraternities 
seemed  a  suitable  road  to  prestige  and  wealth  to  some  men  of 
the  upper  classes.  Some  of  these  men  were  further  bound  to  the 
ducal  government,  which  was  thus  able  to  exercise  some  influ- 
ence on  the  activities  of  these  associations. 

Chapter  4  examines  the  manner  in  which  the  Scuola  della 
Divinity  dispensed  its  charity.  The  Statutes  stipulated  that  assist- 
ance to  the  pauperes  Christi  be  given  without  specific  distinc- 
tion. Given  sufficient  profits,  the  company  was  to  assist  mar- 
riageable girls,  prisoners,  and  pauperes  verecundi.  The  docu- 
ments do  not  reveal  the  exact  figures.  We  know,  however,  that 
four,  bread  and  wine  were  distributed  every  day  near  one  of  the 
six  city  gates,  and  that  at  Christmas,  Epiphany,  and  Easter  the 
company  also  distributed  meat,  clothes,  and  cloaks  to  each  poor 
person  who  had  already  received  a  coupon  from  the  confrater- 
nity. The  funding  for  such  charity  was  drawn  from  rental 
income,  not  from  gifts  or  legacies. 

Chapter  5  examines  the  confraternity's  real  estate  holdings 
and  their  management.  Donato  Ferrario  had  donated  all  his 
goods,  including  his  houses  and  shop  in  the  city,  and  his  land 
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and  farms  in  the  country.  During  the  15th  century  the  confrater- 
nity's real  estate  holdings  grew  as  a  result  of  gifts  and  legacies 
from  benefactors,  as  well  as  wise  purchases  made  by  the  bro- 
therhood. 

The  second  volume  of  the  thesis  (451  pp.)  consists  of  three 
documentary  appendices.  The  first  is  a  transcription  of  the  Stat- 
utes and  of  Donato  Ferrario's  will.  The  second  contains  the 
register  of  wills  compiled  by  Boniforte  Gira,  the  confraternity's 
notary,  between  1473  and  1499.  The  third  appendix  is  a  register 
of  the  seven  wills  drawn  up  between  1478  and  1491  by 
Diamante  Ferrario,  a  descendant  of  Donato  and  himself  a  mem- 
ber of  the  confraternity. 


Church  of  the  Madonna  del  Soccorso  and  procession  (1693),  from  M.  Fanti.  // 
Santuario  delta  Madonna  del  Soccorso,  p.  45.  (see  Publications  Received,  p.  46) 
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The  processions  of  the  Bianchi  (reproduced  from  G.  Scrcambi.  Cronache  lucche- 
si),  in  M.  Fanli.  "L'ospedale  e  la  chiesa  di  S.  Maria  della  Carila."  (1981):  27. 
(sec  Publications  Received,  p.  45) 


News 

Richard  Mackenney  (U  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland)  delivered  a 
paper  on  "Continuity  and  Change  in  the  Scuole  Piccole  of 
Venice,  c.l250-c.l600"  at  the  conference  on  "Renaissance 
Venice:  Continuity  and  Change"  held  at  the  Folger  Shakespeare 
Library,  Washington,  D.C.,  on  1-2  October  1993. 

Paul  Trio  (Catholic  U  of  Louvain,  Belgium)  gave  a  paper  on 
"Confraternities  in  Mediaeval  Ghent:  A  General  Approach"  at 
the  9th  Biennial  New  College  Conference  on  Medieval-Renais- 
sance Studies  (Sarasota,  Florida,  10-12  March  1994). 

At  the  recent  meetings  of  the  Renaissance  Society  of  America 
(7-10  April  1994)  in  Dallas,  Texas,  three  musicologists  pres- 
ented papers  on  music  and  confraternities.  They  were:  Jonathan 
E.  Glixon  (U  of  Kentucky)  "Con  canti  et  Organo:  Music  at  the 
Venetian  Scuole  Piccole  in  the  Renaissance";  Russell  E.  Mur- 
ray, Jr.  (U  of  Delaware)  "Per  Augmento  et  Honor  del  Divino 
Culto:  Civic,  Sacred  and  Confraternal  Music  in  the  Papal  State 
of  Parma,  1521-1545";  William  Prizer  (U  of  California,  Santa 
Barbara)  "Music  and  Popular  Piety  in  Renaissance  Mantua." 

A  colloquium  on  "Les  Confreries  dans  le  monde  mediter- 
raneen  (XVe-XXe  siecle)"  was  held  this  past  9-10  April  at  the 
Centre  Thomas  More  ^  La  Tourette  L'Arbresle,  near  Lyon 
(France).  The  discussion  was  organized  around  the  following 
presentations:  Ph.  Boutry  (Ecole  fran^aise  de  Rome)  "Solidari- 
tes  spirituelles  et  Confreries";  M.  Chodkiewicz  (EHESS)  "Les 
rites  d'initiation  aux  tariqa"\  M.H.  Froeschle-Chopard  (CNRS) 
"Les  devotions  des  Confreries,  retlet  de  Tinfluence  des  Ordres 
religieux?";  V.J.  Hoffman-Ladd  (U  of  Illinois)  "Soufisme  et 
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sexuality";  C.  Vincent  (Paris  1)  "Discipline  du  corps  et  de  Tes- 
prit  chez  les  penitents";  A.  Popovic  (CNRS)  "Les  pratiques  de 
mortification  dans  les  ordres  musulmans";  M.L.  Copete 
(EHESS)  "M^canismes  d'assistance  dans  les  Confreries  des 
J^suites  en  Andalousie";  P.J.  Luizard  (CNRS)  "Les  Confreries 
soufies  ^gyptiennes  entre  la  charite  et  le  service  social";  B. 
Heyberger  (U  de  Haute  Alsace,  Mul house)  "Des  Confreries 
occidentales  comme  element  structurant  dans  une  soci^t^  orien- 
tale:  Alep  au  XVIIIe  si^cle."  Further  information  on  this  collo- 
quium may  be  obtained  from  the  organizers  at:  Centre  Thomas 
More,  la  Tourette  B.P.  105,  69210  L'Arbresle,  France.  Tel. 
7401.0103,  or  7401.5919;  fax  4701.4727. 

The  Society  is  sponsoring  a  session  on  confraternities  at  the  29th 
International  Congress  on  Medieval  Studies,  U  of  Western 
Michigan,  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  (5-8  May  1994).  It  is  entitled 
"Confraternities:  What  can  we  learn  from  account  books,  rolls, 
and  other  similar  documents?"  and  is  composed  as  follows: 
Chair:  Konrad  Eisenbichler.  Ludovica  Sebregondi  (Firenze) 
"Form  and  Significance:  Varieties  of  Account  Books  from 
Florentine  Confraternities";  Giovanna  Casagrande  (U  di  Peru- 
gia) "Women  in  Medieval  and  Renaissance  Confraternities:  The 
Case  in  Umbria";  Joelle  Rollo-Koster  (Salem,  NY)  "The  Matri- 
culation Lists  of  the  Confraternity  of  Notre  Dame  la  Majour 
(Avignon,  XIV  Century)."  In  other  sessions,  Blake  Wilson 
(Dickinson  College)  will  speak  on  "Music,  Art,  and  Devotion  at 
the  Company  of  Orsanmichele  (Florence)"  and  Jennifer  Ron- 
deau (U  of  Oregon)  on  "Feminine  Models  and  Homosociality  in 
Italian  Confraternity  Literature." 

Colleagues  interested  in  submitting  proposals  for  papers  or 
for  entire  sessions  for  the  1995  Kalamazoo  congress  should 
contact  the  editors  of  this  bulletin  (CRRS,  Victoria  College, 
University  of  Toronto,  Toronto,  Canada,  M5S  1K7;  fax  416- 
585-4486)  as  soon  as  possible  (proposals  for  sessions  must 
arrive  before  1  May  1994;  proposals  for  papers  must  arrive 
before  1  September  1994). 
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There  will  be  two  sessions  on  confraternities  at  the  Sixteenth 
Century  Studies  Conference,  27-29  October  1994,  in  Toronto. 

One  session,  organized  and  chaired  by  Barbara  Wisch 
(SUNY,  Cortland)  and  Diane  Cole  Ahl  (Lafayette  College),  is 
entitled  "Piety,  Passion,  Politics:  Italian  Confraternities  and  the 
Arts"  and  will  include  the  following  presentations:  James 
Banker  (North  Carolina  State  U,  Raleigh)  "Painter  and  Patrons: 
Piero  della  Francesca  and  the  Brothers  of  the  Confraternity  of 
the  Misericordia  in  Borgo  San  Sepolcro";  Nerida  Newbigin  (U 
of  Sydney)  "The  Decorum  of  the  Passion:  The  Plays  of  the 
Roman  Gonfalone  Company,  1490-1539";  Karen-Edis  Barz- 
man  (Cornell  U)  "Piety  to  Politics:  The  Florentine  Compagnia 
di  Santo  Luca  in  the  Sixteenth  Century." 

The  other  two  sessions,  organized  by  Nicholas  Terpstra,  will 
include:  Christopher  Black  (U  of  Glasgow)  "Italian  Confrater- 
nities and  the  Parish  in  the  16th  Century";  Louise  Bross  (U  of 
Chicago)  "Architectural  Projects  of  Santo  Spirito  in  Rome";  C. 
Lennon  (St.  Patrick's  College,  Dublin)  "The  Survival  of  the 
Confraternities  in  Post-Reformation  Dublin";  E.  Howe  (U  of 
Southern  California,  Los  Angeles)  "Appropriating  Space: 
Woman's  Place  in  Confraternal  Life  at  Santo  Spirito  in  Sassia, 
Rome";  Liana  Bertoldi  Lenoci  (U  of  Trieste),  "Flagellants  in 
Cadore  from  the  14th  to  the  16th  Centuries." 

Members  who  are  renewing  their  subscription  to  Confraternitas 
will  note  that  the  new  subscription  form  now  has  a  line  for 
electronic  addresses.  This  is  not  only  a  nod  to  new  technology, 
but  also  an  attempt  to  speed  up  communication  with  our  sub- 
scribers. Should  there  be  enough  members  with  e-mail,  we  may 
very  well  consider  setting  up  a  list  for  us.  Members  whose 
subscription  is  paid  in  full  will  not  receive  the  renewal  form, 
and  therefore  we  ask  you  to  send  a  message  with  your  e-mail 
address  to :  <  konrade@epas .  utoronto . ca  > 
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Flagellant's  gown  and  emblem  for  the  confraternity  of  St.  Ambrose  (1699),  from 
M.  Fanti.  San  Procolo,  p.  145.  (see  Publications  Received,  p.  45) 


Members '  Forum 

Blake  Wilson  and  Nello  Barbieri  are  preparing  a  critical  edi- 
tion of  the  14th-century  Florence  Laudario  (Florence,  BNCF, 
Banco  rari,  18).  The  entire  contents  of  the  manuscript  will  be 
published,  including  table  of  contents,  the  music,  texts  without 
music,  and  the  appendix  of  polyphonic  motets,  thus  maintaining 
the  integrity  of  the  collection  as  a  confraternity  service  book.  It 
will  also  be  a  scholarly  performing  edition  of  the  88  melodies  in 
the  Laudario,  with  English  translations  of  the  texts.  The  edition 
will  be  prefaced  by  an  introductory  essay  and  complemented  by 
critical  notes  for  both  the  music  and  the  texts.  The  confraternity 
background  to  the  collection,  which  belonged  to  the  Compagnia 
del  Santo  Spirito  at  the  Florentine  church  by  the  same  name,  is 
described  in  Blake  Wilson's  recent  book.  Music  and  Merchants. 
The  contents  of  the  Laudario  are  discussed  at  length  in  Cyrilla 
Barr's  Monophonic  Lauda  and  the  Lay  Religious  Confraternities 
of  Tuscany  and  Umbria  in  the  Late  Middle  Ages.  This  will  be 
the  first  modern  edition  of  the  melodies  and  the  first  English 
translation  of  such  a  large  collection  of  confraternity  laude. 
Publication  by  A-R  Editions,  Madison,  Wisconsin,  as  part  of 
their  Recent  Researches  in  the  Music  of  the  Middle  Ages  and 
Early  Renaissance  series,  is  expected  in  1995. 

*  *  * 

Ludovica  Sebregondi's  article  in  the  last  issue  of  Confraternitas 
gives  details  of  the  rich  archive  that  survives  for  the  Compagnia 
di  Santa  Caterina  di  Siena,  which  met  from  the  sixteenth  to  the 
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eighteenth  century  in  the  Dominican  church  of  Santa  Maria 
Novella.^  I  wonder  if  the  following  entry,  which  1  found  when 
seeking  records  in  convent  diaries  for  the  activities  of  confrater- 
nities, is  indeed  a  record  of  a  confraternity  of  women: 

La  divota  e  ssanta  conpangnia  delle  divote  e  venerabile 
donne  di  Sancta  Maria  del  Populo  ebbe  principio  e  origine 
nel  mille  quattrociento  ssessanta  a  di  [added  later  6  maggio 
1460]  e  11a  prima  priora  fu  la  venerabile  donna  mona  Lisa 
vedova  e  donna  fu  di  Noccolo  [sic]  Serralgli  e  ffurono 
ispirate  da  dio  e  ffeciono  questa  conpangnia  a  onore  della 
Vergine  Maria  con  molte  bone  cirimonie  e  divozione  e 
ffurono  circha  a  ottanta  donne  delle  piu  divote  di  Firenze 
dalle  milgliore  chase  e  da  bene  di  Firenze  e  uno  frate 
amicho  di  dio  frate  di  gran  divotione  e  molto  spirituale 
aveva  nome  frate  Nicola  di  Cicilia  ne  fu  chapo  principio  e 
fiindatore.^ 

In  his  study  of  the  iconography  of  the  Brancacci  Chapel, 
Anthony  Molho  also  transcribed  this  entry  (though  somewhat 
differently),  and  argued  that  the  new  group  took  its  name  from 
the  icon  of  the  Madonna  that  was  already  in  the  Chapel  (Santa 
Maria  del  Popolo),  and  that  they  celebrated  their  functions 
there. ^  Does  anyone  know  more? 

Nerida  Newbigin 
Dept  of  Italian 
University  of  Sydney 
Sydney,  NSW  2006 
Australia 


•"A  Confraternity  of  Florentine  Noble  Women."  Confratemitas  4:2  (Fall 
1993):  3-6. 

^Florence,  Archivio  di  Stalo,  Corporazioni  religiose  soppresse  dal  govemo 
francese  113  [Santa  Maria  del  Carminel,  19  (1453-1647),  f.  \5\ 

'Anthony  Molho.  "The  Brancacci  Chapel:  Studies  in  iLs  Iconography  and 
HisUiry  "  Journal  of  the  Warburg  and  Courtauld  Institutes  40  (1977):  83. 
Molho  transcribes  the  first  line  as  "conpagnia  della  divota  e  venerabile  donna 
di  Santa  Maria  del  Popolo"  (n.  107). 


Publications  Received 

The  following  publications  have  been  received  by  the  SCS  and 
have  been  deposited  into  the  Confraternities  Collection  at  the 
Centre  for  Reformation  and  Renaissance  Studies  (Toronto). 
Colleagues  and  friends  are  encouraged  to  send  copies  of  their 
publications  to  the  attention  of  the  editors  for  inclusion  in  this 
listing. 

Baggi,  Giancarlo.  "La  *Compagnia  della  devotione  del  Corpo  di 
Christo  della  terra  di  Prato',  Frammento  di  storia  religiosa 
locale  documentata  da  tre  preziosi  Codici  miniati  della  Biblioteca 
Roncioniana  di  Prato."  Archivio  storico  prate se  66  (1990):  205- 
13. 

Carrara,  Francesca  and  Maria  Pia  Mannini.  Lo  Spedale  della 
Misericordia  e  Dolce  di  Prato.  Storia  e  collezioni.  Append  ice  di 
Ivo  Regoli.  Area  Pratese:  Masso  delle  Fate  Edizioni,  1993.  252 
pp.,  illustrations,  [see  review  above] 

Cecchini,  Giovanni.  Review  of  Ordo  fraternitatis,  by  Gilles 
Gerard  Meersseman.  Roma:  Herder,  1977.  Quaderni  del  Centro 
di  Documentazione  sul  Movimento  dei  Disciplinati  20  (Perugia, 
1978):  103-05. 

Cecchini,  Giovanni.  Review  of  La  processione  dei  Bianchi  nella 
citta  di  Padova  (1399)  (Padova,  1978)  by  Giovanni  Conversini 
da  Ravenna.  Quaderni  del  Centro  di  Documentazione  sul  Movi- 
mento dei  Disciplinati  20  (Perugia,  1978):  105-96. 

Civiltd  deiramore.  Periodico  a  cura  delle  Misericordie  e  delle 
Confraternite  d' Italia  per  la  promozione  del  volontariato  socio- 
sanitario  e  della  solidariet^.  Vol.  5  Nos.  10-12  (Oct. -Dec. 
1993)— Vol.  6  Nos.  1  (Jan.  1994). 
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Clark,  Mary  and  Raymond  Refausse,  eds.  Directory  of  Historic 
Dublin  Guilds.  Dublin:  Dublin  Public  Libraries,  1993.  65  pp., 
8  b/w  illustrations.  ISBN  0-94684-1438  hardback,  price  IR  10- 
94  p.;  0-94684-1 12x  paperback,  price  IR  5-95  p.  [see  review 
above] 

Eucaristia  e  vita  dal  medioevo  ad  oggi  a  Bologna.  Bologna: 
Edizioni  Dehoniane,  1988.  173  pp.  [includes,  among  other 
articles:  Mario  Fanti  "Le  Compagnie  del  santissimo  Sacramento 
a  Bologna,"  53-88;  Leonia  Dainesi  "Una  istituzione  eucaristica 
bolognese:  la  confraternita  della  buona  prima  Comunione  e  della 
perseveranza,  sotto  la  protezione  della  beata  Imelda  (18%- 
1931),"  107-25] 

Fanti,  Mario.  //  "Fondo  Ospedali"  nella  Biblioteca  Comunale 
deWArchiginnaio.  Inventario.  Bologna:  Azzoguidi,  1965.  45  pp. 
[inventory  of  manuscripts  from:  the  Arciconfraternita  e  ospedale 
di  Santa  Maria  della  Vita,  the  Arciconfraternita  e  ospedale  di 
Santa  Maria  della  Morte,  the  Compagnia  e  ospedale  delle  laudi 
0  di  San  Francesco,  the  Ospedale  dei  Santi  Pietro  e  Procolo 
detto  degli  esposti  o  dei  bastardini,  and  the  Compagnia  di  Santa 
Maria  del  Baraccano] 

Fanti,  Mario.  "La  chiesa  di  Santa  Maria  dei  Celestini  e  la  Com- 
pagnia dello  Spirito  Santo.  Le  origini  (1481-1497)."  In  //  restau- 
ro  della  Chiesa  dello  Spirito  Santo,  gid  S.  Maria  dei  Celestini^ 
17-29.  Bologna,  1%5.  17  illustrations. 

Fanti,  Mario.  "Gli  inizi  del  Movimento  dei  Disciplinati  a 
Bologna  e  la  Confraternitia  di  Santa  Maria  della  Vita."  Quaderni 
del  Centro  di  Documentazione  sul  Movimento  dei  Disciplinati  8 
(Perugia,  1969):  3-54. 

Fanti,  Mario.  Review  of  Statuti  di  confraternite  religiose  di 
Padova  nel  medio  evo,  ed.  Giuseppina  De  Sandre  Gasparini 
(Padova,  1974).  Critica  storica  13:3  (1976):  563-67. 

Fanti,  Mario.  La  Chiesa  e  la  Compagnia  dei  Poveri  in  Bologna. 
Una  istituzione  di  mutuo  soccorso  nella  societa  bolognese  fra  il 
Cinquecento   e   il   Seicento.    Presentazione    di    Paolo    Prodi. 
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Bologna:  Edizioni  Dehoniane,  1977.  201  pp.,  illustrations, 
[discusses  the  Confraternity  of  Santa  Maria  delle  Laudi  and  the 
Compagnia  dei  Poveri;  see  review  above] 

Fanti,  Mario.  "La  Confraternita  di  S.  Maria  della  Morte  e  la 
Conforteria  dei  condannati  in  Bologna  nei  secoli  XIV  e  XV." 
Quaderni  del  Centro  di  Documentazione  sul  Movimento  dei 
Disciplinati  20  (Perugia,  1978):  3-101. 

Fanti,  Mario.  "L'ospedale  e  la  chiesa  di  S.  Maria  della  Carit^, 
il  moto  dei  Bianchi  e  la  confraternita  di  S.  Maria  della  Miseri- 
cordia  detta  della  Carit^  in  Bologna."  In  S.  Maria  della  Carita 
in  Bologna.  Storia  e  arte,  9-72.  Bologna,  1981. 

Fanti,  Mario.  San  Procolo.  Una  parrocchia  di  Bologna  dal 
Medioevo  aWeta  contemporanea.  Bologna:  Cappelli  editore, 
1983.  319  pp.  [includes  discussion  on  the  Compagnia  del  Corpo 
di  S.  Procolo  detta  anche  di  S.  Sisto] 

Fanti,  Mario.  "Opere  di  assistenza  e  carit^  dal  Medioevo  al 
Cinquecento  a  Bologna."  Ravennatensia  10  (1984):  77-94. 

Fanti,  Mario,  ed.  Gli  archivi  delle  istituzioni  di  carita  e  assisten- 
za attive  in  Bologna  nel  Medioevo  e  nell'etd  moderna.  Atti  del 
4.0  colloquio  "Forme  e  soggetti  deirintervento  assistenziale  in 
una  citt^d'antico  regime",  Bologna  20-21  gennaio  1984.  Vol.  1. 
Bologna:  Istituto  per  la  storia  di  Bologna,  1984.  155  pp.  [see 
review  above] 

Fanti,  Mario.  "La  confraternita  di  Santa  Maria  dei  Guarini  e 
Tospedale  di  San  Giobbe  in  Bologna."  In  //  Credito  Romagnolo 
fra  storia,  arte  e  tradizione,  ed.  Giorgio  Maioli  and  Giancarlo 
Roversi,  345-451.  Bologna:  Credito  Romagnolo,  1985. 

Fanti,  Mario.  "Le  chiese  sulle  mura."  In  Le  mura  perdute. 
Storia  e  immagini  dell' ultima  cerchia  fortificata  di  Bologna,  ed. 
Giancarlo  Roversi,  94-124.  Bologna:  Banca  Popolaredi  Bologna 
e  Ferrara,  1985. 

Fanti,  Mario.  "Istituzioni  di  carita  e  assistenza  a  Bologna  alia 
fine  del  Medioevo."  Forme  e  soggetti  deliintervento  assisten- 
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Tiale  in  una  citta  di  antico  regime.  Atti  del  IV  colloquio, 
Bologna,  20-21  gennaio  1984,  pp.  31-64.  Bologna:  Istituto  per 
la  Storia  di  Bologna,  1986. 

Fanti,  Mario.  "Confraternite  e  istituzioni  di  assistenza  nel  medi- 
oevo  e  nell'et^  moderna."  In  Storia  illustrata  di  Bologna,  ed. 
Walter  Tega,  5/III,  81-100.  Bologna  AIEP  Editore,  1989. 

Fanti,  Mario.  "Santa  Maria  della  Carit^:  II  convento  e  la  parroc- 
chia  dal  XV  al  XVIII  secolo."  In  S.  Maria  della  Caritd  in 
Bologna,  13-55.  Bologna,  1991. 

Fanti,  Mario.  "La  chiesa  di  S.  Pietro  in  Casale  dal  tardo  medi- 
oevo  alia  met^  delFOttocento."  In  La  pieve  di  San  Pietro  in 
Casale.  Dalle  origini  ad  oggi,  51-127.  Canto,  FE:  Siaca,  1991. 

Fanti,  Mario  and  Giancarlo  Roversi.  II  Santuario  della  Madonna 
del  Soccorso  nel  Borgo  di  San  Pietro  in  Bologna.  2nd  enlarged 
ed.  Bologna:  Tip.  La  Grafica  Emiliana,  1975.  150  pp.,  illustra- 
tions, [discusses  also  the  confraternity  of  the  Madonna  del  Soc- 
corso] 

Fanti,  Mario.  "La  parrocchia  dei  Ss.  Vitale  e  Agricoladal  Medi- 
oevo  al  Settecento."  In  Vitale  e  Agricola.  II  culto  dei  protomar- 
tiri  di  Bologna  attraverso  i  secoli,  ed.  Gina  Fasoli,  217-47. 
Bologna:  EDB,  1993.  [discusses  the  Compagnia  del  SS.  Sacra- 
mento] 

Gazzini,  Marina.  "Devozione,  solidariet^  e  assistenza  a  Milano 
nel  primo  Quattrocento:  gli  statuti  della  Scuola  della  Divinity." 
Studi  di  storia  medioevale  e  di  diplomatica  12-13  (1992):  91- 
120.  [includes  the  1429  Latin  statutes  of  the  confraternity  of  the 
Divinity,  Milan,  and  two  testamentary  donations] 

Gazzini,  Marina.  "Solidariet^  viciniale  e  parentale  a  Milano:  le 
scole  di  S.  Giovanni  sul  Muro  a  Porta  Vercellina."  In  L'etd  dei 
Visconti.  II  dominio  di  Milano  fra  XIII  e  XV  secolo,  303-30. 
Milano:  Editrice  La  Storia,  1993.  [includes  the  1421  Latin 
statutes  of  the  confraternity  of  S.  Giovanni  sul  Muro,  Milan] 
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Latorre,  Antonietta.  Le  confraternite  di  Fasano  dal  XVI  al  XX 
secolo.  Prime  indagini  sull'associazionismo  laicale  fasanese. 
Introduction  by  Cosimo  Damiano  Fonseca.  Fasano:  Schena, 
1993.  368  pp.,  illustrations. 

Lennon,  Colm.  "The  Chantries  in  the  Irish  Reformation:  The 
Case  of  St.  Anne's  Guild,  Dublin,  1550-1630."  In  Religion, 
Conflict  and  Coexistence  in  Ireland.  Essays  presented  to  Monsi- 
gnor  Patrick  J.  Corish.  Ed.  R.V.  Comerford,  Mary  Cullen, 
Jacqueline  R.  Hill,  and  Colm  Lennon,  6-25.  Dublin:  Gill  and 
Macmillan  Ltd.,  1990. 

Mackenney,  Richard.  Review  of  Crossing  the  Boundaries. 
Christian  Piety  and  the  Arts  in  Italian  Medieval  and  Renaissance 
Confraternities,  ed.  Konrad  Eisenbichler  (Kalamazoo,  Mich.: 
Medieval  Institute  Publications,  1991).  Italian  Studies  48  (1993): 
113-14. 

Paquay,  Valentijn.  De  geschiedenis  van  de  Stichting  Sint  Mcolai 
Broederschap  te  Arnham.  1 351 -1 993:  Gasthuis,  Preuven  en 
Hulpbetoon.  Zutphen:  Walburg  Pers,  1993.  374  pp.,  illustra- 
tions, [see  review  above] 

Tal6,  Vincenza  Musardo,  ed.  //  France scanesimo  nella  devo- 
zione  dei  santini.  Lecce:  Edizioni  del  Grifo,  1993.  x,  125  pp., 
illustrations,  [includes:  Liana  Bertold  Lenoci,  "Immagine  sacra, 
santino  e  devozione,"  1-12;  P.  Cosimo  Pro  and  Sr.  Chiara 
Amata  Casalini,  "Brevi  appunti  introduttivi  alPiconografia  fran- 
cescana  nelParte  e  nella  devozione,"  13-26;  Vincenza  Musardo 
Tal6,  ":I1  santino  antoniano:  attributi  iconografici  e  devozione 
popolarenellepreghiere,"  27-40;  "Bibliografiacronologica,"  41- 
44;  "Schede,"  45-125) 

Ventrone,  Paola.  Gli  araldi  della  commedia.  Teatro  a  Firenze 
nel  Rinascimento.  Pisa:  Pacini  Editore,  1993.  219  pp.  [many 
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Women  in  Confraternities  between  the  Middle 

Ages  and  the  Modem  Age, 

Research  in  Umbria 

The  presence  of  women  in  confraternities  both  in  Umbria  and  in  West- 
em  Europe  is  a  field  still  very  much  open  to  research.  The  female 
component  in  the  tremendous  variety  of  confratemal  organizations  is  a 
constant  which,  at  the  same  time,  is  also  discontinuous  and  variable. 
Because  the  phenomenon  is  so  complex,  every  categorical  and 
absolutist  affirmation  risks  being  inexact.  Christopher  Black  pointed 
out  that  "The  confraternities  were  primarily  male  societies,  but  not 
wholly  so."'  A  study  on  women  in  confraternities  could  therefore  be 
seen  as  something  fairly  marginal;  but  even  apparently  marginal  phe- 
nomena can  assume  great  importance.  Furthermore,  the  phenomenon 
is  worth  our  attention  in  light  of  the  difficult  and  indeed  complex  con- 
dition in  which  women  in  general  lived  in  the  period  of  transition 
between  the  Middle  Ages  and  the  Modem  Age. 

Women  were  limited  and  constrained  by  what  I  call  the  circle  of 
exclusions,  that  is,  exclusion  from  military  life,  management  of  power, 
access  to  public,  civic,  political  and  administrative  appointments,  from 
the  priesthood  and  any  other  priestly  functions,  from  official  culture 
and  from  the  universities.  Women  may,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
enjoyed  equal  recognition  in  the  fields  of  trade  and  commerce  where 
openings  were  available  (female  corporations,  female  shop  keepers, 
etc.)  despite  there  never  having  been  any  full  recognition  of  female 
professionality.  The  bourgeoisie,  in  fact,  was  oriented  in  its  develop- 
ment towards  a  model  of  clear  separation  between  male  and  female 
roles:  men  in  business  and  in  the  public  or  political  life,  women  in 
home  management.  With  its  multiple  variants  and  forms,  religious  life, 
whether  forced  or  spontaneously  and  freely  chosen,  remained,  or 
rather,  was  imposed  as  the  only  alternative  to  married  and  family  life. 


'Christopher  F.  Black,  Italian  Confraternities  in  the  Sixteenth  Century ^  (Cam- 
bridge: Cambridge  Univ.  Press,  1989),  34. 
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When  speaking  of  women  in  confraternities  we  are  referring  to  all 
possible  specifically  lay  female  areas. 

It  is  by  now  an  accepted  historiographical  fact  that  women  did 
actually  find  their  own  spaces  in  religious,  lay-religious  or  semi-relig- 
ious life.  It  is  perhaps  no  coincidence  that  in  the  European  congress  on 
"Le  mouvement  confratemel  au  Moyen  Age.  France,  Italie,  Suisse" 
Anna  Benvenuti  Papi,  referring  to  the  Florentine  area,  should  not  have 
spoken  of  women  in  confraternities  but  rather  of  religious  women 
connected  not  only  to  the  traditional  orders,  but  also  to  new  ones  {pinz- 
ocherCy  vestite,  etc.).^  She  also  mentioned  communities  of  penitents 
and  recluses,  not  to  mention  oblate  sisters  and  conversae.  If,  then, 
during  the  Middle  Ages  women  found  their  own  spaces  in  religious, 
lay-religious  or  semi-religious  spheres,  it  would  be  interesting  to  study 
what  and  how  many  opportunities  they  were  able  to  find  in  the  strictly 
lay  universe. 

Meersseman,  for  example,  in  his  Ordo  fraternitatis  does  not  speak 
specifically  about  women  in  confraternities,  but  only  briefly  about 
''Women  and  the  confraternities  of  the  Disciplined,"  noting  their 
absence  in  the  area  of  the  magna  devotio  and  their  participation  in 
same  cases  in  the  spiritual  goods  of  the  company.^ 

However,  taking  a  closer  look  at  his  work  one  realises  that  female 
participation  in  Italian  and  European  confraternities  was  not  insignifi- 
cant. Between  the  10th  and  1 1th  centuries  women  appeared  in  the  rural 
confraternity  of  Sant'Appiano  in  Valdelsa  (Meersseman,  1:55-  65)  and 
in  the  urban  confraternities  of  Ivrea,  Modena  and  Tours  (Meersseman, 
1:95-108).  Between  the  12th  and  13th  centuries  women  were  admitted 
into  clerical  confraternities  in  Paris  and  London  (Meersseman,  1:169- 
178).  Between  the  13th  and  the  15th  centuries  there  was  a  diffusion  of 
Marian  confraternities  in  the  Dominican  area.  The  statute  of  the  con- 
fraternity of  the  Virgin  in  Arezzo  (1262)  provided  for  the  admission  of 
women  "Quia  vero  ad  salutis  opera  perficienda  apud  Deum  viri  sive 
mulieris  non  est  distinctio  seu  differentia  constituta"  (Meersseman, 
2: 1022).  However,  in  this  last  case  women  were  allowed  to  carry  out 
only  certain  tasks  of  a  religious-devotional  character,  such  as  prayers, 
monthly  meetings  and  participation  in  the  various  feasts  in  honour  of 


^Anna  Benvenuti  Papi,  "Donne  religiose  nella  Firenze  del  Due-Trecento. 
Appunti  per  una  ricerca  in  corso"  in  Le  mouvement  confratemel  au  Moyen  Age. 
France,  Italie,  Suisse  (Rome:  Ecole  Fran^aise  de  Rome,  1987),  41-82. 

'Gilles  Gerard  Meersseman,  Ordo  fraternitatis.  Confraternite  e  pieta  del  laid 
nW  Af^fiio^'vo  (Rome:  Herder,  1977),  1:498-504. 
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the  Virgin,  and  were  excluded  from  the  official  management  of  the 
confraternity.  Within  the  realm  of  Marian  confraternities  it  is  not 
necessary  to  emphasize  the  opening  of  the  confraternities  of  the  Rosary 
to  women.  James  Sprenger  (1475)  had  already  proclaimed  the  uncondi- 
tional admission  of  women  into  this  type  of  confraternity  (Meersseman, 
3:1215).  Between  the  15th  and  the  17th  centuries  a  series  of  confrater- 
nities, generally  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  Martyr,  appear  in  the  Domini- 
can area.  Their  purpose  is  the  defence  of  the  faith.  In  these 
confraternal  aggregations  a  female  cooptation  was  also  provided  for. 

Although  women  were  generally  excluded  from  the  official  man- 
agement of  these  confraternities  (eg.  Vicenza,  Verona,  Vigevano),  the 
statute  of  the  confraternity  of  St.  Peter  Martyr  in  Introbio,  Como 
(1580)  provided  for  two  priors  and  two  prioresses  (Meersseman, 
2:909-912),  a  clear  sign  of  the  move  to  make  the  female  components 
more  responsible  within  the  group. 

Reading  the  volume  Le  mouvement  confraternel  au  Moyen  Age 
(France,  Italie,  Suisse),  one  obtains  an  overview  of  women  in  confra- 
ternities. Whereas  Benvenuti  Papi  spoke  only  of  religious  women,  Noel 
Coulet  has  underlined  the  mixed  character  of  some  ProvenQal  confra- 
ternities,**  Catherine  Vincent  has  mentioned  the  presence  of  married 
couples  in  confraternities  in  Normandy,^  and  Kathrin  Tremp-Utz  has 
spoken  of  women  in  the  confraternity  of  St.  James  in  Bern.^  In  speak- 
ing about  the  diocese  of  Geneva,  Louis  Binz  has  noted  the  generalized 
mixite  of  the  confraternities,^  and  Andre  Schnyder  has  pointed  out  the 
presence  of  women  in  the  confraternities  dedicated  to  St.  Ursula  in  the 
cities  of  Southern  Germany  such  as  Strasburg.^  Furthermore,  the  con- 
fraternity of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  Friburg  had  been  founded  as  early  as 
1264  as  a  mixed  religious  entity.^  For  Florence,  Charles  De  La  Ron- 


'*Noe  Coulet,  "Le  mouvement  confraternel  en  Provence  et  dans  le  Comtat 
Venaissin  au  Moyen  Age,"  in  Le  mouvement  confraternel,  105-6. 

^Catherine  Vincent,  "La  confrerie  comme  structure  d' integration:  I'example  de 
la  Normandie,"  in  Le  mouvement  confraternel,  120-21. 

^Kathrin  Tremp-Utz,  "Une  confrerie  de  saint  Jacques  a  Berne  la  fin  du  Moyen 
Age,"  in  Le  mouvement  confraternel,  228-29. 

^Louis  Binz,  "Les  confreries  dans  la  diocese  de  Geneve  a  la  fin  du  Moyen 
Age,"  in  Le  mouvement  confraternel,  250-5 1 . 

^Andre  Schnyder,  "Unions  de  priere  patronnees  par  sainte  Ursule  en  AUemagne 
du  Sud  a  la  fin  du  XVe  siecle,"  in  Le  mouvement  confraternel,  266. 

'Nicolas  Morard,  "Une  charite  bien  ordonnee:  la  confrerie  du  Saint  Esprit  a 
Fribourg  a  la  fin  du  Moyen  Age  (XlVe-XVe  siecles),"  in  Le  mouvement 
confraternel,  277-78. 
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ciere  has  noted  a  rather  reduced  female  presence.  In  the  Florentine 
countryside  women  appeared  either  in  separate  confraternities  or  in 
mixed  ones.'^  In  the  city  of  Florence,  however,  mainly  in  the  com- 
pany of  San  Frediano  women  participated  in  spiritual  beneficia  and  in 
specific  confratemal  activities  such  as  the  procession  on  the  first  Sun- 
day of  every  month,  but  were  excluded  from  official  management 
hierarchy. '*  For  the  Veneto,  De  Sandre  Gasparini  has  noted  an 
increase  in  female  presence  between  the  14th  and  15th  centuries,  when 
confraternities  expanded  and  included  family  groups.'^  Such  an 
example  is  the  confraternity  of  St.  Rocco  in  Villa  del  Bosco 
(Padua), '^  whose  statute  of  1478  reveals:  a)  the  centrality  of  the 
confratemal  organization  in  a  minor  rural  centre;  b)  the  presence  of 
both  men  and  women  with  the  same  rights  and  religious-devotional 
duties  such  as  prayers,  processions  and  the  rite  of focaccia  (flat  bread); 
c)  exclusion,  however,  of  women  from  positions  of  management  within 
the  confraternity;  d)  greater  involvement  of  family  groups  within  the 
confraternity.  As  far  as  the  congregations  of  urban  clergy  were  con- 
cerned, women  were  admitted  into  the  one  in  Padua  and  into  the  one 
dedicated  to  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul  in  the  diocese  of  Treviso.''' 

The  place  of  women  in  confraternities  is  a  complex  subject  predi- 
cated on  openings,  preclusions  and  limits.  There  were  confraternities 
where  no  female  presence  occurred  at  all,  and  others  which  were 
exclusively  female,  some  seem  to  have  been  female  ramifications  of 
male  confraternities,  and  some  were  a  heterogenous  multiplicity  of 


'"Charles  M.  De  La  Ronciere,  "Les  confreries  a  Florence  et  dans  son  contado 
aux  XlVe-XVe  siecles,"  in  Le  mouvement  confraternel,  303-4. 

"  Massimo  Papi,  "Le  confraternite  fiorentine  tra  Medioevo  e  Rinascimento. 
Stato  della  questione  e  prospettiva d'  indagine, "  Ricerche  di  storia  sociale  e  religiosa 
17-18(1980),  126-27,  129. 

'^Giuseppina  De  Sandre  Gasparini,  "II  movimento  delle  confraternite  in  area 
venela,"  in  Le  mouvement  confratemel,  385-86. 

"Giuseppina  De  Sandre  Gasparini,  Contadini,  chiesa,  confraternita  in  un  paese 
veneto  di  bonifica.  Villa  del  Bosco  nel  Quattrocento  (Padova,  1979;  Verona: 
Libreria  Universitaria  Editrice,  1987). 

'^Andre  Rigon,  "Le  congregazioni  del  clero  urbano  in  area  veneta  (XII-XV 
secolo),"  in  Le  mouvement  confratemel,  350;  see  also  his  Clero  e  citta.  'Fratalea 
cappellanorum '.  parroci,  cura  d  'anime  in  Padova  dal  XII  al  XV  secolo  (Padova, 
1988),  170-71;  B.  Belto,  "Congregazioni  di  clero  nella  diocesi  di  Treviso.  La 
congregazione  degli  apostoli  Pietro  e  Paolo  attraverso  lo  statuto  dcH'anno  1482  e 
allra  documenlazioneinedita,"  Ricerche  di  storia  sociale  e  religiosa,  17-18  (1980), 
229. 
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mixed  confraternities  within  which,  however,  women  were  excluded 
from  the  echelons  of  management. 

A  case  between  openings  and  limits  can  be  seen,  for  example,  in 
the  confraternity  of  San  Bartolomeo  in  Sansepolcro  (Tuscany).'''  Its 
statute  of  1269  provides  for  the  presence  of  men  and  women  who  must 
be  separately  registered.  Only  men,  however,  could  be  rectores. 
Between  the  13th  and  the  14th  centuries,  in  carrying  out  its  mission  of 
charity  towards  the  needy  and  piety  towards  the  dead,  the  confraternity 
accepted  hundreds  of  women  of  varying  social  extraction,  including 
servants,  married  women  and  widows.  The  men,  in  turn,  founded  new 
confraternities,  exclusively  male.  Thus,  while  San  Bartolomeo  became 
feminized  amd  remained  the  only  viable  lay  religious  organization  for 
women  (and  here  only  in  a  passive  role),  new  opportunities  opened  up 
for  men. 

Another  example  may  be  seen  in  the  Company  of  the  Gonfalone 
in  Rome,'^  whose  statutes  of  1490  suggest  that  women  constituted  a 
ramification  of  the  male  association  which  controlled,  among  other 
things,  the  enrolment  of  new  female  members.  The  women  had  their 
own  structure  and  even  a  prioress.  They  also  had  the  same  procession- 
al and  religious-devotional  obligations  as  the  men,  but  were  probably 
excluded  from  the  organizational  apparatus  of  the  mystery  plays. 

During  the  16th  century  the  confraternities  of  the  Rosary  and  of 
the  Holy  Sacrament  seem  to  promote  female  presence  despite  a  persist- 
ent dimorphism  of  men/women  in  organizational  and  administrative 
management.'^  These  types  of  confraternities,  together  with  others 
with  the  same  emphasis  on  their  devotional  character,  were  found  to  be 
more  suitable  for  women,  whose  sphere  of  action  was  more  private  in 
nature  and  tendentially  excluded  from  the  possibility  of  a  broad  partici- 
pation in  public  and  collective  life.  Seeing  that,  for  example,  in  Rome 
and  in  Florence,  however,  women  were  admitted  into  confraternities 
even  different  from  those  of  the  Rosary  and  of  the  Holy  Sacrament,  it 
really  does  seem  that  the  general  picture  is  indeed  a  complex  varying 


''For  this  confraternity  see  James  R.  Banker,  Death  in  the  Community. 
Memorialization  and  Confraternities  in  an  Italian  Commune  in  the  Late  Middle 
Ages  (Athens,  GA.  and  London:  Univ.  of  Georgia  Press,  1988),  38-74,  188-90. 

'^Anna  Esposito,  "La  confraternita  del  Gonfalone  (secoli  XIV-XV),"  in 
Ricerche  per  la  storia  religiosa  di  Roma  5  (1984),  129-30. 

'^See,  for  example,  Danilo  Zardin,  Confraternite  e  vita  di  pietd  nelle  campagne 
lombarde  tra  '500  e  '600.  La  pieve  di  Paragiago-Legnano  (MW&no:  NED  1981), 
230. 


8  CONFRATERNITAS 

between  opening  and  constraint  to  be  evaluated  from  place  to  place  and 
from  period  to  period  without  emphasizing  generalizations. 

On  a  general  level  one  might  be  tempted  to  compare  the  presence 
of  women  in  confraternities  to  their  presence  in  corporations  and 
guilds.  Here  women  could  be  either  thoroughly  excluded  (as  was  quite 
often  the  case),  or  present  with  men,  or  active  in  entirely  female  cor- 
porations. Whereas  the  world  of  organized  work  tended  to  limit  the 
place  of  women,  confratemal  religiosity  was  perhaps  more  willing  to 
accept  women  both  for  obvious  reasons  of  control  and  for  placing  and 
arranging  the  faithful  adherents  within  the  fabric  of  correct  catholic 
religiosity. 

Amidst  such  openings,  closures  and  limits,  what  possibilities  were 
there  in  Umbrian  confraternities  for  female  participation?  Due  to  the 
lack  of  any  organic  work  on  this  topic,  I  shall  limit  myself  to  giving 
only  a  few  indications. 

Between  the  13th  and  the  14th  centuries  Marian-centred  mixed 
confraternities  of  Dominican  descent  appeared  in  Orvieto  and  in  Peru- 
gia.'^ The  1312  statutes  from  a  Perugian  laudese  confraternity  pro- 
vided for  the  admission  of  women  but  also  for  their  exclusion  from 
management.  Other  documents  dating  back  to  the  first  half  of  the  14th 
century  refer  to  confraternities  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  in  centres  around 
Lake  Trasimeno  (Perugia).'^  Testamentary  bequests  suggest  that  they 
were  male  and  female  branches  of  the  same  confraternity. 

The  Dominicans  contributed  to  the  diffusion  of  such  Marian  con- 
fraternities, but  so  too  did  the  Franciscans.  In  the  first  year  of  St. 
Bonaventure's  generalship  (1257)  a  whole  series  of  confraternities 
dedicated  both  to  the  Holy  Mary  and  to  St.  Francis  were  founded  and 
received  papal  letters.  One  of  them  was  a  confraternity  in  Montefalco 
(diocese  of  Spoleto),  composed  of  both  men  and  women  whose  princi- 
pal aims  were  devotional  (illuminations,  recitation  of  the  Salutatio 
Virginis,  etc.).^ 

Along  the  same  line  as  these  Marian  laud-singing  confraternities, 
there  was  a  certain  diffusion  throughout  Umbria  of  confraternities  of 
Recommended  of  the  Virgin.  Many  of  these  appeared  in  Assisi,  Gual- 


"*Mecrsseman,  Ordo  fraiernitatis,  2:\012- 13,  1041-42,  1063-66. 

'^Pian  del  Carpinc,  Isola  Maggiore,  Isola  Polvcsc,  S.  Fcliciano,  Monle  del 
Lago;  Perugia,  Archivio  di  Sialo,  Ospcdale  dclla  Misericordia,  Bastardelli,  5,  IT. 
2r-3r,  56r-47r;  8,  ff.  7v.  12v-13v,  21r;  10,  f.  161r. 

^S.  Nes.si,  "Sloria  e  arte  dcllc  chiese  francescanedi  Montefalco,"  Miscellanea 
France sc  ana  62  ( 1 962)  ,310-11. 
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do  Tadino,  Todi,  Trevi,  Speilo  and  Bettona,  but  some  were  in  time 
taken  over  by  the  spreading  matrix  of  disciplinati  confraternities.^' 
From  th&ir  forma  vitae  and  the  letters  of  brotherhood,  we  can  see  that 
the  Reconmiended  must  have  originally  accepted  women.  ^  The  statu- 
ta  and  matricula  of  the  confraternity  of  the  Recommended  in  Assisi 
certainly  provided  for  the  presence  of  women.^  However,  from  these 
same  documents  it  is  difficult  to  tell  whether  the  women  could  partici- 
pate in  every  facet  of  the  confraternity *s  religious  life.  It  is  clear, 
though,  that  the  confraternity  itself  was  governed  by  a  male  hierarchy. 
The  matricula  contains  a  list  of  85  women,  some  of  whom  were  the 
wives,  mothers  or  sisters  of  the  284  male  members  of  the  confrater- 
nity. 

Thus  far,  our  brief  survey  pinpoints  female  participation  in  confra- 
ternities based  on  Marian  devotion.  This  fact  does  not,  however,  alter 
the  male  preeminence  in  the  hierarchical  and  institutional  structure  of 
the  confraternities.  It  merely  states  that  such  associations  did  not 
exclude  women. 

The  male  nature  of  the  confraternities  of  disciplinati  is  an  undeni- 
able reality.  Nonetheless  in  Umbria  the  following  instances  of  female 
participation  have  been  noted:  in  Cascia  (diocese  of  Spoleto)  there 
were  the  "homines  et  mulieres  ...  congregationis dissiplinatorum mona- 
sterii  Sancte  Lucie  ordinis  Sancti  Augustini"  (1329);^  in  Temi  there 
appeared  a  confraternity  of  Disciplined  sisters  (1412);^  in  Gubbio, 
within  the  confraternity  of  S.  Maria  del  Mercato,  in  the  15th  century 
the  names  of  56  women  appear.^  Here,  however,  these  names  might 
be  due  to  a  heritage  of  female  participation  deriving  from  an  original 
Marian  confraternity  which  united  the  singing  of  lauds  with  the  prac- 
tice of  flagellation.  The  statutes  of  confederation  for  the  three  Perugian 


^'Giovanna  Casagrande,  "La  fraternita  dei  Raccomandati  di  Maria,"  in  Le 
fratemite  medievali  di  Assisi.  Linee  storiche  e  testi  statutari  (Assisi:  Centre  di 
ricerca  e  di  studio  sul  movimento  dei  Disciplinati,  1989),  15-16. 

^Giovanna  Casagrande,  "Lettere  d'indulgenza  e  di  concessione  di  benefici 
spirituali.  Forma  vitae  dei  Raccomandati  della  Vergine,"  in  Le  fratemite  medievali 
di  Assisi,  191-98. 

^Giovanna  Casagrande,  "Statuto  e  matricola  della  fraternita  dei  Raccomandati 
della  Vergine,"  in  Le  fratemite  medievali  di  Assisi,  203-32. 

^P.L.  Meloni,  Per  la  storia  delle  confratemite  disciplinate  in  Umbria  nel 
secolo  XrV,  in  Storia  e  arte  in  Umbria  nell'etd  comunale,  Atti  del  VI  Convegno  di 
Studi  Umbri  (Perugia:  1971),  2:562-63. 

"Ibid.,  564. 

^Ibid.,  543-44. 
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confraternities  of  St.  Augustine,  St.  Domenic  and  St.  Francis  (1472) 
state  that  "it  is  an  old  official  tradition  that  women  should  not  enter  our 
dwellings.  "27 

In  the  14th  century  there  was  a  confraternity  of  women  attached  to 
the  church  of  Sant*  Antonio  in  Perugia,  but  we  do  not  know  whether  it 
was  linked,  and  if  so  how  much,  to  the  male  confraternity  of  discipli- 
nati  attached  to  the  same  church.^  The  female  confraternity  dedicated 
to  the  Virgin  appears  at  the  beginning  of  the  16th  century,  for 
example,  and  has  at  its  head  two  "abbatisse  seu  ministre"  who  act  on 
behalf  of  the  entire  confraternity  .^^  The  same  confraternity  seems  to 
be  thoroughly  autonomous  in  the  Capitoli  e  Costituzioni  datable  after 
1618.^  By  this  date  it  is  decidedly  Marian-devotional  in  nature,  in 
charge  of  a  chapel  and  governed  by  an  abbess  and  a  prioress. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  the  diocese  of  Assisi  the  medieval  statutes 
belonging  to  the  confraternities  of  disciplinati  leave  no  space  whatso- 
ever for  women.  The  confraternity  of  San  Lorenzo  in  Castelnuovo  is 
specifically  not  allowed  to  accept  women  (1363),^*  and  the  statutes  of 
the  confraternity  of  San  Rufino  in  Assisi  (pre- 1347)  read  as  follows: 
"Item  quilibet  fugiat  ut  pestem  mortiferam  longa  colloquia  et  consortia 
mulierum  que  prestant  et  inferunt  causam  libidinis  et  hosticulum  in- 
honestatis.  "^^ 

However,  recent  studies  have  shown  that  from  the  16th  century  on 
certain  confraternities  of  disciplinati  in  Assisi  began  accepting  women 
(Santa  Chiara,  S.  Maria  del  Vescovato,  Sant' Antonino,  San  Vitale,  San 
Francesco)."  It  is,  in  fact,  well  within  the  16th  century  that  the  disci- 
plined sisters  appear  in  Montefalco  (diocese  of  Spoleto)  with  their  own 
oratory  called  la  secreta.^  At  the  same  time  there  appears  in  Oro 


^^"antiquamente  proveduto  che  femine  non  possano  entrare  nelle  nostre  case." 
Perugia,  Archivio  Braccio  Fortebracci,  A  VI  513,  f.  lOv. 

^G.  M.  Bico,  "La  fraternita  di  S.  Antonio  Abate  in  Perugia,"  Annali  delta 
facoltd  di  Lettere  e  Filosofia  dell'Universitd  di  Perugia  9  (1971-72),  315-57. 

^^erugia,  Archivio  di  Stato,  Notarile,  Bastardelli,  1015,  ff.  270v-71v,  301v- 
2v. 

'Perugia,  Biblioteca  Comunale  Augusta,  ms.  1471. 

"Meloni,  "Per  la  storia  delle  confraternite  disciplinate,"  605. 

"Ugolino  Nicolini,  "Statuto  della  fraternita dei  Disciplinati  di  S.  Rufino,"  in  Le 
fratemite  medievali  di  Assisi,  313. 

"Luisa  Proietti  Pedetta,  Le  confraternite  di  Assisi  tra  Riforma  e  declino  (secc. 
XVI-XVIII)  (Assisi:  Accademia  Properziana  del  Subasio,  1990),  76. 

^Giovanna  Casagrande,  "Ricerche  suUe  confraternite  delle  diocesi  di  Spoleto 
e  Perugia  da  visitationes  cinquecentcsche,"  Bollettino  della  Deputazione  di  Storia 
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(diocese  of  Perugia)  a  disciplined  confraternity  with  forty-four  mem- 
bers of  both  sexes. ^^ 

The  absence  or  weak  presence  of  women  in  confraternities  of 
disciplinati  may  be  explained  by  considering  a  whole  range  of  factors 
such  as:  shame  and  decency;  the  penitential  spirit;  the  greater  public 
role  played  by  men;  the  appropriation  of  penitential  and  liturgical 
practices  of  a  specific  male  and  religious-ecclesiastical  domain  (monas- 
tic discipline,  liturgy  of  Maundy  Thursday);  the  identifying  of  oneself 
in  and/or  appropriation  of  the  Passion  of  Christ  as  a  specifically  mas- 
culine possibility. 

In  fact,  well  into  the  16th  century,  in  the  diocese  of  Spoleto,  some 
exclusively  female  confraternities  revert  back  to  purer  forms  of  Marian 
worship,  eg.  in  Castel  di  Lago,  Nativita  della  Vergine;  in  Cascia, 
Concezione  della  Beata  Maria;  in  Onelli,  Beata  Maria;  in  Spoleto: 
Madonna  della  Misericordia.^^  Also,  within  the  diocese  of  Perugia 
there  were  at  least  six  exclusively  female  confraternities  which  were 
dedicated  to  Our  Lady.  Another  two,  for  example,  were  mixed.  In  the 
area  around  Lake  Trasimeno  the  very  early  Marian  confraternities 
were  still  surviving  (Isola  Maggiore,  Monte  del  Lago).^^  In  Castel 
Rigone  (Perugia),  instead,  the  statutes  of  1634  indicate  the  confrater- 
nity of  Madonna  dei  Miracoli  as  exclusively  male;"*^  in  the  late  16th 
century  in  the  same  church  there  was  a  company  of  women  who  were 
in  charge  of  a  particular  altar.  ^^ 

The  confraternities  of  the  Rosary  were  either  mixed,  as  in  the  case 
of  Terni,''^  Perugia,  Casalina  and  Sant'Enea  (Perugia)  and  Cannaiola 
(Spoleto),""  or  composed  exclusively  of  women,  as  in  the  case  of  Ca- 
stelrivoso  (Spoleto),  Passignano  and  Badiola  (Perugia). ''^  The  confra- 
ternities of  the  Holy  Sacrament  might  very  well  have  been  mixed. 
However,  both  in  the  case  of  the  confraternities  of  the  Rosary  and  in 


Patriaper  I'Vmbria  75  (1978),  37. 

'^Ibid.,  41. 

'%id.,  38. 

'Ibid.,  56-58,60-61. 

^^Costitutioni  e  capitoli  della  confraternita  della  Madonna  de '  Miracoli  e 
Confalone  di  Castel  Rigone  diocesi  di  Perugia  (Perugia,  1634). 

''Perugia,  Archivio  Diocesano,  Documenti  della  Visita  Bossi,  VII,  14  nov. 
1577. 

'^R.  Gradassi-Luzi,  Le  XX  confraternite  laiche  del  comune  di  Terni  (Terni, 
1927),  96-97. 

"^'Casagrande,  "Ricerche  sulle  confraternite,"  38,  41. 

"^Ibid.,  38,  43. 
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that  of  the  Holy  Sacrament  further  study  must  still  be  carried  out.  The 
statutes  of  the  confraternity  of  the  Sacramento  in  the  church  of  Sant' 
Angelo  (Perugia),  sanctioned  by  the  Bishop  Vincenzo  Ercolani  (1579- 
1586),  instructed  both  brothers  and  sisters  to  participate  in  the  pro- 
cession of  the  Sacrament  with  honest  behaviour  whilst  avoiding  every 
lascivious  glance,  gesture,  laugh  and  unbecoming  word/^ 

Within  the  city  of  Perugia,  there  were  three  other  confraternities 
between  the  16th  and  the  17th  centuries  open  to  female  participation. 
In  the  17th  century  the  company  of  the  Nome  di  Gesu  had  long  lists  of 
members  of  both  genders.  Women  had  their  own  two  prioresses  and  all 
types  of  women  seems  to  be  present,  that  is,  married  women,  sisters, 
nuns,  not  to  mention  women  of  every  possible  social  background  from 
high  to  low."^  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  company  of  the  SS.  Sacra- 
mento e  San  Giuseppe,  which  was  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
Cathedral  and  connected  to  the  cult  of  the  Holy  Ring,"*^  there  is  a 
separate  matricula  especially  for  the  female  members  (for  the  years 
between  1542  and  1627  it  contains  more  than  1,800  names).  Here 
again  the  social  background  of  the  female  members  is  varied  and  com- 
plex including  women  from  the  families  of  the  oligarchy,  wives  and 
daughters  of  craftsmen,  servants  and  various  religious  women.  The 
recruitment  of  new  members  generally  took  place  within  the  city  of 
Perugia  without,  however,  excluding  aspiring  members  from  the  entire 
diocese.  Women  carried  out  the  same  devotional  duties  as  the  men 
regarding  the  Holy  Sacrament  (such  as  prayers,  masses  and  proces- 
sions) and  selected  the  female  members  who  visited  infirm  women. ''^ 
The  management  of  the  company,  however,  was  completely  in  the 
hands  of  the  males.  The  Costituzioni  of  the  confraternity  of  the  Suffra- 
gio  in  S.  Maria  di  Colle  (1628)  created  a  female  branch  of  the  same 
confraternity  with  its  own  hierarchy  including  custodians,  superintend- 
ents and  nurses.  It,  too,  was  also  under  the  control  of  the  males  in  the 


*^Raccolta  di  orazioni  le  quali  ordinatamente  recitansi  secondo  le  diverse 
funzioni  solite  a  far  si  tra  I 'anno  in  questa  chiesa  parrocchiale  di  S.  Angelo 
(Perugia,  1793),  12-22  [17]. 

^'Perugia,  Archivio  di  Stato,  Corporazioni  religiose  soppresse,  S.  Domenico, 
Miscellanea,  77;  see  also  Black,  Italian  Confraternities,  37. 

"•^Giovanna  Casagrande,  "Devozione  e  municipalita.  La  Compagnia  del  S. 
Anello/S.  Giu.seppe  di  Perugia  (1487-1542),"  in  Le  mouvement  confraternel,  155- 
83. 

"^^Perugia,  Archivio  della  Catledrale,  Compagnia  del  SS.  Sacramento/S. 
Giuseppe  (S.  Anello),  Matricola  n.  3. 
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confraternity."^  Openings  for  women,  therefore,  were  possible,  pro- 
vided that  they  were  checked. 

In  conclusion,  although  for  the  moment  it  is  not  possible  to  gener- 
alize, the  following  tendencies  can  be  used  as  a  viable  guideline  for 
further  research  on  women  in  Umbrian  confraternities: 

1)  both  in  the  Middle  Ages  and  in  the  Modern  Age  women  were 
most  present  in  Marian  and/or  devotional  confraternities; 

2)  at  the  same  time  some  confraternities  of  disciplinati    timidly 
opened  themselves  up  to  women; 

3)  after  the  appearance  of  new  kinds  of  confraternities  in  the 
same  period  of  transition,  female  participation  widened. 

The  sources  for  data  on  the  composition  of  confraternities  are 
really  quite  disparate.  They  are  direct  and  indirect,  printed  and  in 
manuscript  form.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  statuta  and  matricula  are  prime 
quality  direct  sources,  one  must  not  neglect  the  infinite,  less  direct 
sources  such  as  privileges  and  indulgences,  letters  of  brotherhood, 
convent  and  monastic  records,  pastoral  and  apostolic  visits,  various 
episcopal  dispositions,  notarial  deeds  of  the  most  varying  nature,  such 
as  wills,  contracts,  and  so  on.  Women  in  confraternities,  then,  is  still 
very  much  a  open  field  for  research. 

Giovaima  Casagrande 
Universita  di  Perugia 

(trans.  Rodney  Lokaj,  Universita  di  Perugia) 


'Perugia,  Biblioteca  Comunalc  Augusta,  ms.  1386,  IT.  419-20. 


"Project  V4" 

A  Report  on  a  Collection  of  Studies  and 

an  Exhibition  on  Confraternities 

in  the  Puglie,  Italy 

The  Centro  Ricerche  di  Storia  Religiosa  in  Puglia  has  completed  its 
"Progetto  '94, "  which  had  been  dedicated  to  research  on  confraternities 
in  the  Puglie.  The  project  resulted  in  two  major  contributions  to 
research  and  learning,  one  an  international  congress  on  confraternities 
entitled  "Confraternite,  Chiesa  e  Societa.  Aspetti  e  problemi  dell'asso- 
ciazionismo  in  eta  modema  e  contemporanea"  (proceedings  edited  by 
Lian  Bertoldi  Lenoci  through  Schena  Editore)  and  the  other  an  exhibi- 
tion entitled  "Confraternite,  arte  e  devozione  in  Puglia  (secc.  XVI- 
XVIII),"  with  catalogue  edited  by  Clara  Gelao  Savona. 

The  proceedings  from  the  congress  include  articles  not  only  by 
Italian  scholars,  but  also  from  scholars  working  elsewhere  in  Europe, 
the  USA,  and  Canada.  They  also  cover  areas  of  interest  that  extend 
throughout  Italy  and  across  a  number  of  disciplines. 

The  exhibition,  mounted  at  the  Pinacoteca  Provinciale  di  Bari,  was 
inaugurated  on  9  October  1994  with  the  participation  of  Prof.  Fran- 
cesco Sisinni  (General  Director  of  the  Ministero  dei  Beni  Culturali), 
Prof.  Cosimo  Damiano  Fonseca  (President  of  the  Universita  della 
Basilicata),  and  Prof.  Franco  Cardini  (professor  of  Medieval  History 
at  the  Universita  di  Firenze),  dott.ssa  Clara  Gelao  Savona  (Director  of 
the  Pinacoteca  Provinciale  di  Bari).  The  exhibition  is  the  third  such 
presentation  (after  those  mounted  in  Genoa  in  1982  and  in  Palermo  in 
1993).  Work  on  the  exhibition  was  spearheaded  by  the  Centro  Ricerche 
di  Storia  Religiosa  in  Puglia  in  order  to  highlight  the  extent  and  variety 
of  confraternity  commissions.  Research  began  with  a  thorough  archival 
search  which  then  fanned  out  to  a  variety  of  fields  including  architec- 
ture, iconography,  documents,  artworks,  etc.  In  so  doing  the  exhibition 
cast  its  net  very  widely  in  order  to  illustrate  more  fully  the  develop- 
ment of  confraternity  commissions  from  the  initial  associative  stage  to 
the  later  economic,  charitable,  political,  and  social  aspects  of  confrater- 
nities. The  importance  of  such  confraternal  commissions  is  reflected  m 
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the  aesthetic  beauty  and  material  value  of  the  commissioned  objects,  an 
indication  of  the  growing  status  of  individual  confraternities. 

Commissions  reveal  not  only  a  devotional  component  with  artistic 
overtones,  but  also  a  social  aspect.  The  exhibition  thus  sought  to  illus- 
trate not  only  the  multiplicity  of  objects  or  their  artistic  value,  but  also 
the  delicate  state  of  conservation  and  supervision  in  which  they  cur- 
rently survive,  subject  not  only  to  contradictory  directives  from  the 
administrative  bodies  entrusted  with  their  preservation,  but  also  to  the 
uncertainties  posed  by  the  constant  dangers  of  thefts  or  deterioration 
(which  are  in  turn  aggravated  by  unsuitable  or  insufficient  protection 
or  cataloguing).  Aside  from  depriving  scholars  of  a  vast  area  of 
research  and  study,  the  current  situation  places  an  artistic  patrimony  of 
truly  national  significance  in  grave  danger. 

The  exhibition  is  complemented  by  a  thorough  and  extensive  cata- 
logue that  contains  not  only  the  required  entries  for  the  objects  on 
display,  but  also  a  number  of  scholarly  essays  on  the  history  of  confra- 
ternities in  the  Puglie  and  their  art. 

In  light  of  the  popular  success  enjoyed  by  the  exhibition,  the  thor- 
oughness of  its  catalogue,  and  the  high  quality  of  the  essays  gathered 
in  the  volume  on  "Confraternities,  the  Church,  and  Society,"  the  Cen- 
tro  Ricerche  di  Storia  Religiosa  in  Puglia  is  pleased  with  the  results  of 
its  "Progetto  '94."  They  are  an  important  first  step  in  the  "de-provin- 
cialization"  of  research  on  confraternities  in  the  Puglie,  one  that  brings 
international  attention  both  to  the  phenomenon  and  the  field. 

Liana  Bertoldi  Lenoci 
Universita  di  Trieste 


Reviews 

Aranda  Linares,  Carmen,  with  Enrique  Hormigo  Sanchez,  and  Jose 
Miguel  Sanchez  Peiia.  Scultura  lignea  genovese  a  Cadice  nel  Sette- 
cento.  Opere  e  documenti.  Special  issue  of  Quaderni  franzonianl. 
Semestrale  di  bibliografia  e  cultura  ligure.  Vol.  6:2  (1993).  213  pp., 
91  illustrations. 

The  book  is  divided  into  four  sections  treating,  respectively,  Cadiz  in 
the  18th  century  (pp.  15-38);  Cadiz  and  the  Genoese  (pp.  39-64);  the 
artists  and  their  works  (pp.  65-126);  and  a  lengthy  section  devoted  to 
a  chronological  bibliography,  as  well  as  illustrations  and  indexes  of 
names,  places,  graphics,  and  illustrations  (pp.  127-213). 

The  study  progresses  from  the  exhaustive  documentation  of  the 
city's  rapid  demographic  growth,  mercantile  and  financial  expansion, 
as  well  as  its  urban  and  cultural  development  through  the  centuries,  to 
show  how  a  community  of  artisans  and  artists  from  Genoa  managed  to 
became  a  part  and  play  a  significant  role  in  the  commercial,  financial 
and  cultural  life  of  Cadiz. 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of  De  Sopranis  and  Jimenez's  Escultura 
mediterranea  (1966),  and  the  more  recent  Genoese  exhibit  "Genova  e 
Siviglia,  I'avventura  dell'Occidente"  (1988),  the  authors  of  the  present 
study  have  dug  even  deeper  to  bring  to  light  works  of  sculpture  by 
relatively  obscure  Genoese  artists  in  Cadiz. 

A  field  of  study  that  for  very  long  has  been  ignored,  the  wooden 
sculptures  of  these  little-known  masters  and  their  Cadiz-born  sons  are 
shown  to  be  of  specific  importance  for  the  activities  of  confraternities 
in  which  the  works  were  preserved.  The  confraternities  contributed  to 
the  Genoese  community's  integration  by  bringing  together  members  of 
various  guilds  and  thus  strengthening  their  position  in  the  Cadiz 
society. 

Although  the  sculptures  have  deteriorated  over  fime,  they  and  their 
chapels  reveal  a  profound  devotional  component  and  a  strong  feeling  of 
community  among  the  membership. 

By  approaching  the  topic  from  a  broader  socio-historical  perspec- 
tive, the  authors  have  contributed  to  scholarship  not  only  on  confrater- 
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nities  and  the  history  of  religious  art,  but  also  on  economic  and  cul- 
tural ties  between  Genoa  and  Cadiz. 

Robert  Buranello 
Erindale  College 
University  of  Toronto 


*  *  * 


Barnes,  Andrew  E.  The  Social  Dimension  of  Piety.  Associative  Life 
and  Devotional  Change  in  the  Penitent  Confraternities  of  Marseilles 
(1499-1792).  New  York  and  Mahwah,  NJ:  Paulist  Press,  1994.  x,  285 
pp.  ISBN  0-8091-3395-4.  US  $12.95  (paperback). 

This  book  examines  the  penitential  confraternities  of  Marseilles  from 
the  foundation  of  the  first  in  1499  right  up  to  their  dissolution  during 
the  Revolution.  Marseilles  had  more  such  confraternities  ( 1 3  that  lasted 
any  length  of  time)  than  any  other  French  city,  so  it  is  a  rich  source 
for  their  study.  However,  the  book  concentrates  mainly  on  a  small 
number  of  well-documented  confraternities  and  focuses  particularly  on 
the  18th  century.  Within  this  limitation,  the  book  provides  a  wealth  of 
material  on  the  subject,  enhanced  by  various  case  studies  illuminating 
particular  themes.  Successive  chapters  detail:  the  social  composition  of 
the  various  confraternities  and  the  role  of  different  sub-groups  within 
them;  their  government,  structure  and  operations;  the  way  they  handled 
internal  conflicts;  their  devotional  life,  both  material  and  ritual;  and 
their  relationship  with  the  clergy,  both  the  regular  orders  who  spon- 
sored them  and  the  increasingly  active  bishops. 

The  lengthy  time  period  enables  the  author  to  discover  develop- 
ments in  all  these  subjects.  The  confraternities  began  as  small  groups, 
but  expanded  considerably  during  the  Wars  of  Religion,  in  the  process 
changing  their  nature.  With  the  advent  of  the  Counter-Reformation, 
new  "reformed"  confraternities  were  formed  that  remained  smaller  and 
more  exclusive.  All  of  the  confraternities  participated  fully  in  the 
"Baroque"  piety  of  the  17th  century.  However,  Barnes  takes  issue  with 
the  conventional  view  that  the  confraternities  declined  in  the  18th 
century,  showing  rather  that  this  was  a  period  of  retrenchment  that 
preserved  their  vigour. 

The  author  refers  extensively  to  sociological  theory  in  order  to 
understand  the  dynamics  involved  in  the  operation  of  these  societies. 
The  main  theme  of  the  interpretation,  on  which  the  title  is  based,  is  the 
link  between  sociability  and  piety.  Barnes  emphasizes  that  the  sociabil- 
ity of  the  confraternities  was  as  important  as  their  pious  nature  in 
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attracting  members.  Furthermore,  he  argues  that  this  fraternity  was 
itself  part  of  the  piety — that  engaging  in  "brotherly  love"  by  being  part 
of  a  confraternity  was  itself  perceived  as  a  good  work  that  would  help 
towards  salvation.  He  also  shows,  however,  that  brotherly  love  was  not 
always  an  ideal  that  was  put  into  practice.  The  confraternities  relied  on 
their  priors  to  cover  their  yearly  deficits,  and  this  meant  that  the 
highest  positions  were  dominated  by  the  wealthiest  brothers.  In  addi- 
tion, the  confraternities  themselves  contained  sub-groups,  "cliques," 
which  competed  for  power  within  the  larger  group.  However,  the 
author  argues  that  this  could  be  a  source  of  vitality  as  well  as  of 
dissention  and  conflict. 

This  book  provides  a  great  deal  of  information  and  detail  about, 
and  many  interesting  interpretations  of,  the  operation  of  penitential 
confraternities  in  Marseilles  through  the  entire  Early  Modern  era. 

Dylan  Reid 

CRRS 

Victoria  University 

*  *  * 

Bornstein,  Daniel  E.  Tl^e  Bianchi  of  1399.  Popular  Devotion  in  Late 
Medieval  Italy.  Ithaca  and  London:  Cornell  University  Press,  1993.  x, 
232  pp.  ISBN  0-8014-2910-2.  US  $32.50. 

In  this  volume  Bornstein  examines  the  phenomenon  of  the  Bianchi, 
white-robed  penitents  who  joined  "orderly  but  enthusiastic"  processions 
to  promote  peace  in  rural  and  urban  Italy  in  the  suimner  of  1399. 
Bornstein  argues  that  the  contemporary  perception  of  the  Bianchi  as 
exhibiting  ordinary,  orthodox  devotional  behaviour  makes  the  group  an 
ideal  source  for  a  study  of  mass  belief  in  this  period.  Examining  the 
members  of  the  1399  processions,  he  suggests  that  the  conventional 
argument  that  clerical,  orthodox  views  always  exist  in  conflict  with  the 
naturally  heterodox  beliefs  of  the  masses  is  inaccurate,  and  that  clerical 
and  lay  beliefs  can  exist  in  harmony  at  times  when  the  pressures  of 
secular  society  act  on  both  groups  and  religion  meets  the  social  and 
spiritual  needs  of  the  people  (pp.  5-7).  The  Bianchi,  for  instance, 
encompassed  "rich  and  poor,  learned  and  unlettered,  laity,  mendicants, 
and  priests"  (p.  6),  all  united  by  one  goal:  to  work  for  peace  and 
harmony  in  their  plague-ridden,  violent  communities. 

Throughout  his  work  Bornstein  is  careful  to  note  that  while  con- 
temporaries asserted  the  spiritual  unity  of  the  members  of  the  Bianchi, 
a  study  of  the  mass  of  documents  concerning  the  group  reveals  that  it 
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remained  independent  of  the  control  ot  church  leaders  and  that  regional 
and  local  variations  in  its  spiritual  activities  were  common.  In  his  third 
chapter,  for  instance,  he  studies  contemporary  chroniclers'  descriptions 
of  the  movement  of  Bianchi  processions  through  northern  and  central 
Italy,  and  notes  that  the  processions  took  a  slightly  different  form  in 
each  area.  In  central  Italy,  for  example,  where  the  plague  was  not  the 
problem  it  had  become  in  the  north,  the  processions  were  marked  by 
rejoicing  and  a  festive  atmosphere  not  found  in  regions  where  disease 
was  spreading  (p.  83).  Wherever  the  processions  took  place,  however, 
the  Bianchi  generally  reflected  contemporary  ideas  of  orthodox  spiri- 
tuality. In  the  fourth  chapter  Bornstein  examines  examples  of  the  laude 
sung  by  the  Bianchi  as  well  as  accounts  of  miracles  performed  by 
members  of  the  group  in  support  of  the  argument  that  the  spirituality 
of  the  Bianchi  was  "part  of  the  common  currency  of  religious  belief 
that  circulated  throughout  all  levels  of  late  medieval  society"  (p.  161). 
Finally,  although  their  activities  were  sanctioned  and  even  encouraged 
by  the  clergy,  the  Bianchi  maintained  an  independent  relationship  with 
ecclesiastical  authorities,  remaining  "slightly  aloof"  (p.  164)  from 
rituals  initiated  by  clerics  and  religious  orders. 

Bornstein  concludes  the  volume  with  a  discussion  of  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  Bianchi  to  the  history  of  belief  in  medieval  Italy.  He 
argues  that  the  group's  importance  "lies  not  in  any  imagined  role  as  the 
fountainhead  of  novel  developments,  but  rather  in  the  way  it  throws 
into  relief  the  traditional  institutions  and  practices  of  the  religious 
culture  of  late  medieval  Italy"  (p.  199).  Bornstein  suggests  that  late 
medieval  society  was  able  to  accept  the  heterodoxy  of  the  devotional 
activities  of  the  Bianchi  because  the  history  of  popular  devotion 
encompasses  periods  of  "active  christianization"  in  which  differences 
in  beliefs  between  masses  and  elites  are  observed  and  commented  on, 
and  periods  of  "popular  orthodoxy"  in  which  varieties  of  beliefs  are 
tolerated  and  there  is  a  "complacent"  assertion  of  the  similarity 
between  clergy  and  laity  (p.  212).  Because  the  processions  of  the 
Bianchi  took  place  during  the  latter  period,  Bornstein  argues  that  dif- 
ferences between  the  elite  orthodox  beliefs  and  popular  spirituality 
found  in  the  Bianchi 's  rituals  were  ignored  by  both  clergy  and  laity  in 
favour  of  a  shared  desire  to  work  for  peace  in  their  communities  (p. 
203). 

Roisin  Cossar 
University  of  Toronto 
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Di  Biase,  Pietro.  Le  confraternite  di  Trinitapoli.  Fasano  di  Puglia: 
Schena  Editore,  1989.  223  pp.  ISBN  88-7514-353-6.  Lire  24,000. 

This  beautifully  printed  and  illustrated  volume  examines  confraternities 
in  Trinitapoli,  Puglia,  with  particular  emphasis  on  their  18th-century 
origins.  The  author  contextualizes  the  birth  of  these  organizations 
within  the  "evolution/involution"  which  he  sees  as  an  important  deter- 
minant of  the  lay  religious  movement  in  southern  Italy  and  elsewhere 
in  the  peninsula  at  that  time.  As  an  example  of  this  phenomenon,  the 
author  points  to  the  decrease  in  charitable  activities  (once  a  major 
component  of  confraternity  life)  and  its  contingent  increase  in  devo- 
tional activities.  The  change,  he  purports,  is  predicated  by  a  ruinous 
drop  in  economic  resources,  which  he  sees  as  a  direct  result  of  Bour- 
bon government  attempts  to  appropriate  the  confraternities'  extensive 
wealth.  Left  "high  and  dry,"  the  confraternities  are  thus  obliged  to 
emphasize  their  devotional  life,  eventually  externalizing  and  formaliz- 
ing it  in  line  with  current  taste.  The  final  result  is  a  weakening  of  the 
strong  spiritual/religious  sensibilities  that  had  given  birth  to  the  confra- 
ternities and  a  loosening  of  the  adhesive  forces  that  had  brought  and 
held  together  the  original  members. 

The  volume  is  divided  into  chapters  that  describe  not  only  the 
confraternities'  origins,  but  also  their  statutes,  membership,  habit, 
administration,  religious  practices,  spiritual  advisor,  charitable  activ- 
ities, the  "problem  of  death,"  ending  with  some  "riflessioni"  by  the 
author,  a  description  of  the  confraternities  in  the  19th  and  20th  cen- 
tury, and  an  epilogue.  The  author  has  also  included  three  appendices, 
one  describing  the  Holy  Week  confraternal  procession  in  Trinitapoli, 
another  the  clerical/confraternal  conflicts  in  the  post-unification  period 
(post  1861),  and  the  third  is  a  transcription  of  the  statutes  of  the  four 
confraternities  of  the  Santissimo  Sacramento  (1758),  S.  Maria  di  Lore- 
to  (1781),  S.  Giuseppe  (1781),  and  S.  Anna  (1832). 

Konrad  Eisenbichler 

Victoria  College,  University  of  Toronto 

*  *  * 

Esperienze  dello  spettacolo  religioso  neU'Europa  del  Quattrocento. 
Convegno  di  studi,  Roma  17-20  giugno,  Anagni  21  giugno  1992. 
Centro  di  studi  sul  teatro  medioevale  e  rinascimentale.  Roma:  Torre 
D'Orfeo  Editrice,  1993.  370  pp. 

The  volume  under  review  constitutes  an  impressive  collection  of  papers 
presented  at  the  16th  annual  conference  of  the  Centro  studi  sul  teatro 
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medievale  e  rinascimentale  (Rome  and  Anagni,  1992).  This  impression 
is  only  slightly  marred  by  numerous  typographical  errors,  particularly 
in  the  article  on  Polish  theatre  by  Nina  Karaly.  Although  the  confer- 
ence organizers  intended  to  honour  the  500th  anniversary  of  the  death 
of  Lorenzo  de'  Medici  (1492)  by  focusing  upon  Florence  in  the  15th 
century  (p.  1 1),  the  topics  and  annotated  bibUographies,  organized  into 
national  categories,  cover  a  broad  range  of  theatrical  activity  from 
Cornwall  to  the  Ukraine.  It  is  hardly  surprising  then,  that  the  subject 
of  confraternities  arises  only  in  those  papers  which  treat  the  origins  or 
organization  and  cultural  milieu  of  the  Italian  sacre  rappresentazioni. 

The  one  Italian  scholar,  Raimondo  Guarino,  who  may  be  likened 
to  that  fatal  moth  ever  attracted  by  the  flame  of  the  old  evolutionary 
view  of  theatrical  development,  is  disappointingly  vague  whenever  he 
alludes  to  the  confraternal  connections  of  Italian  theatre.  Although  he 
recognizes  in  the  final  analysis  that  one  cannot  identify  a  single  origin 
for  drama  (p.  57),  Guarino  generally  favours  the  formative  influence 
on  theatre  of  the  "semi -dramatic"  sermon  over  the  lauda. 

The  most  significant  contributions  to  confraternity  studies  are  those 
by  Paola  Ventrone  and  Nerida  Newbigin,  who  discuss  the  connections 
between  the  sacre  rappresentazioni  and  the  four  youths'  confraternities 
in  15th-century  Florence.  While  rejecting  the  evolutionary  thesis  of  the 
popularization  of  liturgical  drama  through  dramatic  lauda  (p.  68), 
Ventrone  ascribes  a  formative  influence  to  those  youths'  confraternities 
authorized  by  Pope  Eugenius  IV  in  1442  and  to  the  pedagogical  inno- 
vations which  Archbishop  Antonino  Pierozzi  implemented  in  1446  for 
instructing  the  same  youths  in  their  catechism  (p.  71).  Ventrone  goes 
on  to  describe  the  rapid  diffusion  of  the  sacre  rappresentazioni  from 
the  youths'  confraternities  into  the  Florentine  community  whereby  the 
pious  exercises  were  superimposed  upon  pre-existing  theatrical  tradi- 
tion (p.  93f.). 

Newbigin,  on  the  other  hand,  reminds  her  readers  that  there  is  no 
way  to  verify  the  accepted  belief  that  15th-century  Florentine  sacre 
rappresentazioni  necessarily  belonged  in  the  context  of  youths'  confra- 
ternities (p.  105),  since  supportive  documentation  exists  only  for  the 
Company  of  the  Purification,  and  here  only  until  1478,  when  the  con- 
fraternity's dramatic  activities  were  curtailed  in  favour  of  the  recitation 
of  pious  sermons  (p.  107).  Newbigin's  rigorous  methodology,  regard- 
ing the  chronology  of  her  manuscript  sources  and  other  criteria  for 
distinguishing  those  dramatic  texts  which  were  destined  for  the  semi- 
private  use  of  the  youths'  confraternities  from  the  adult  ones  (p.  110) 
is  most  refreshing. 
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In  the  end,  nothing  could  be  more  suitable  than  the  reference  in 
the  footnotes  of  these  papers  to  the  published  proceedings,  dealing  with 
Italian  confraternities,  from  the  1989  conference  in  Toronto  {Crossing 
the  Boundaries  ...,  ed.  Konrad  Eisenbichler.  Early  Drama,  Art  and 
Music  Monograph  Series,  15.  Kalamazoo:  Medieval  Institute  Publica- 
tions, 1991). 

Janet  Ritch 

Centre  for  Medieval  Studies 

University  of  Toronto 

*  *  * 

Fella,  Francesco.  La  confraternita  di  S.  Domenico  e  VAddolorata 
nelVlsola  Madre.  Fasano,  BR:  Schena  Editore,  1987.  435  pp.  ISBN 
88-7514-19409.  Lire  38,000. 

This  in-depth  volume  examines  the  history  and  characteristics  of  the 
Taranto  confraternity  dedicated  to  St.  Dominic  and  the  Virgin  of  Sor- 
rows from  a  variety  of  angles:  not  only  historical,  but  also  anthropo- 
logical, semiotical,  cultural,  etc. 

The  first  chapter,  aptly  entitled  "Prolegomeni  all'antropologia 
devozionale"  begins  with  a  look  at  the  "sacrality"  of  words  and  "the 
sacred  word"  in  order  to  define  the  terminology  for  a  discussion  of  the 
11th  and  12th-century  "crisis  in  preaching."  The  contribution  of  the 
Dominican  and  Servite  orders  to  preaching  is  assessed,  and  the  chapter 
ends  with  an  examination  of  changing  figure  of  Mary,  now  depicted  as 
a  "Mother  of  Sorrows"  (Addolorata).  The  second  chapter  gives  the 
historical  background  to  the  arrival  of  the  Dominican  order  in  the 
Puglia  (the  "Province  of  St.  Thomas"),  their  first  conflicts  with  the 
local  secular  clergy  and  older  confraternities,  the  foundation  of  the 
confraternity  of  S.  Domenico  in  Soriano  (1670)  and  the  first  fifty  years 
of  its  existence  (1670-1727).  The  third  chapter  describes  the  eventual 
Dominican  victory  in  the  "precedence"  question  between  local  confra- 
ternities, the  first  officially-approved  Statutes  (1777),  and  the  institu- 
tion of  the  "Great  Feast"  of  the  Addolorata.  The  fourth  chapter  is 
devoted  to  the  official  amalgamation  (aggregazione)  of  the  confrater- 
nity of  the  Addolorata  with  the  confraternity  of  San  Domenico  (1870). 
The  last  chapter  examines  the  "Little  Feast,"  the  Easter  procession,  the 
representation  of  religious  plays,  the  musical  festivities,  and  other 
events  organized  or  sponsored  by  the  confraternity.  Included  within  the 
chapters,  there  are  several  transcriptions  of  relevant  documents. 
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The  volume  casts  a  wide  net,  ranging  as  it  does  from  1 1th  to  the 
20th  century  and  drawing  in  matters  as  diverse  as  medieval  preaching 
and  twentieth-century  processions.  In  its  diversity  and  wide-angled 
approached,  however,  it  highlights  the  richness  and  continuity  of 
confratemal  and  devotional  traditions  in  Taranto. 

Konrad  Eisenbichler 

Victoria  College,  University  of  Toronto 

*  *  * 

Ordo  equestris  Sancti  Sepulcri  Hierosolymitani.  Sezione  Toscana.  Sede 
Attivita  Componenti.  Firenze:  n.p.,  1994.  73  pp.,  illustrations. 

Although  strictly  speaking  not  a  confraternity,  the  Order  of  the  Knight 
of  Jerusalem  is  of  interest  to  colleagues  working  on  Medieval  and 
Renaissance  confraternities.  In  the  early  modem  period,  the  Order's 
chapter  in  Florence,  for  example,  had  close  ties  with  individuals  and 
sites  linked  to  local  confraternities.  These  are  brought  to  light  in  Ludo- 
vica  Sebregondi's  contribution  to  this  small,  beautifully  illustrated  book 
recently  published  by  the  Sezione  Toscana  of  the  Order  of  the  Knights 
of  Jerusalem. 

The  volume  itself  consists  of  three  chapters/sections.  The  first, 
entitled  "Storia  e  vicende  di  un  edificio"  (pp.  5-38),  is  by  Ludovica 
Sebregondi,  whose  work  on  Florentine  confraternities  is  well  known  to 
scholars  in  this  field.  Her  contribution  examines  the  Order's  headquar- 
ters in  Florence,  drawing  interesting  connections  with  figures  such  as 
Vittorio  dell'Ancisa  (b.  1537),  an  active  member  of  several  confrater- 
nities, and  founder  of  the  Fanciulle  Stabilite  nella  CaritA.  The  architec- 
tural plans  for  the  building  and  fine  reproductions  of  some  of  canvases 
and  the  frescoes  are  of  interest.  Special  subsections  of  the  chapter  are 
devoted  to  the  confraternity  of  the  SS.  Concezione  di  Maria  and  to  the 
confraternity  of  San  Francesco  di  Paola. 

The  second  section,  by  the  "Preside"  of  the  Sezione  Toscana  of 
the  Order,  Cav.  Gr.  Cr.  Prof.  Gorizio  Viti,  highlights  their  recent 
activities  between  1986  and  1994  (pp.  39-53).  The  third  section  is  a  list 
of  current  officers  and  delegates  for  all  of  Tuscany  (pp.  57-70). 

Although  in  many  ways  a  private  and  "commemorative"  booklet, 
dott.ssa  Sebregondi's  scholarly  article  on  the  building's  history,  its 
artistic  heritage,  and  the  Order's  ties  with  local  confraternities  draws 
it  readily  to  our  attention  and  to  our  library  shelves. 

Konrad  Eisenbichler 

Victoria  College,  University  of  Toronto 
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Taddei,  Ilaria.  Fete,  jeunesse  et  pouvoirs.  L'Abbaye  des  Nobles  Enfants 
de  Lausanne.  Cahiers  Lausannois  d'Histoire  Medievale,  5.  Lausanne: 
Universite  de  Lausanne,  199L  218  pp. 

This  short  book  described  the  "Abbaye  des  Nobles  Enfants"  of  Lau- 
sanne, a  festive  society  that  flourished  in  the  first  half  of  the  16th 
century.  The  book  opens  with  a  brief  overview  of  the  current  under- 
standing of  these  groups  and  their  role  elsewhere  in  Switzerland, 
before  moving  on  to  Lausanne  itself.  As  is  often  the  case,  there  are  no 
sources  from  the  society  itself,  and  thus  the  author  has  had  to  rely  on 
accounts  of  its  activities  written  by  others.  As  a  result,  the  main  focus 
is  on  the  society's  political  role  in  municipal  politics,  rather  than  on  its 
festive  activities. 

The  Abbey's  main  festival  was  at  Epiphany  and  appears  to  have 
evolved  from  the  Feast  of  Fools.  This  festival  had  long  been  subsidized 
by  the  town  council;  the  Abbey  itself  made  an  appearance  only  in 
1521.  It  soon  became  involved  in  the  council's  conflict  with  the 
bishop,  who  was  lord  of  the  town.  It  took  part  in  a  series  of  humiliat- 
ing and  unpunished  actions  against  the  canons  of  the  cathedral  chapter, 
and  was  a  major  cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  bishop.  The 
author  analyzes  these  actions  as  a  new  use  of  traditional  rituals.  These 
provided  the  ritual  side  of  the  town's  attack  on  the  bishop's  temporal 
power,  though  at  times  the  author's  attempt  to  find  symbolic  language 
in  every  action  becomes  a  little  tenuous. 

The  link  between  the  Abbey  and  the  council  becomes  clear  with 
the  Abbey's  structure  is  analyzed.  Its  members  turn  out  to  have  been 
from  the  families  that  formed  the  political  elite  of  Lausanne.  They 
were  possibly  the  younger  or  unmarried  members,  though  some  were 
already  town  councillors.  The  Abbey  also  owned  property,  lent  money 
to  its  members,  and  took  over  from  the  cathedral  chapter  the  running 
of  one  of  the  town's  hospitals.  Although  in  some  ways  it  resembled  a 
confraternity,  there  is  no  evidence  that  it  ever  included  the  religious 
aspects  normally  associated  with  one,  such  as  masses  or  funeral  duties. 

The  Abbey's  situation  became  difficult  when  the  city  of  Berne 
took  over  Lausanne  in  1536  and  introduced  the  Reformation.  It  is  clear 
that  the  Abbey's  anticlericalism  had  been  political  rather  than  religious, 
for  it  opposed  the  power  of  Berne  and  the  puritanism  of  the  Protestant 
pastor  as  vigorously  as  it  had  the  temporal  power  and  loose  morals  of 
the  Catholic  clergy.  However,  it  had  lost  the  moral  high  ground  and 
faced  a  more  powerful  temporal  opponent.  Around  1544,  it  was  fined 
heavily  by  Berne  as  a  result  of  an  attack  on  the  pastor.  It  was  forced 
to  give  its  property  to  the  (sympathetic)  town  council  of  Lausanne  as 
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payment.  It  is  not  clear  if  it  was  actually  dissolved,  but  it  reappeared 
a  few  years  later  in  a  purely  charitable  guise,  running  the  hospital.  The 
second  half  of  the  book  is  taken  up  with  reproductions  of  the  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  Abbey.  The  analysis  and  the  documents  together 
provide  a  very  useful  addition  to  the  body  of  knowledge  of  festive 
societies  in  a  French-speaking  area. 

Dylan  Reid 

CRRS 

Victoria  University 

*** 

Wilson,  Blake.  Music  and  Merchants.  The  Laudesi  Companies  of 
Republican  Florence.  Oxford:  Clarendon  Press,  1992.  xv,  298  pp.,  12 
b/w  plates,  7  figures,  1 1  musical  examples. 

As  Wilson  points  out  in  the  introduction  to  this  insightful  book,  "mer- 
chants" is  used  in  a  general  sense  to  indicate  the  merchant  culture 
which  emerged  from  feudalism  in  the  late  Middle  Ages.  Accordingly, 
it  is  his  purpose  to  examine  the  constitution  and  activities  of  laudesi 
companies,  that  is,  confraternities  with  musical  devotions,  as  reflec- 
tions of  social,  political,  and  economic  change.  Specifically,  he  sees 
their  advent  and  development  as  a  result  of  the  confrontation  of  an 
inherited  mendicant  spirituality  with  a  new  mercantile  society.  Archival 
research  on  Florentine  laudesi  companies  which  flourished  between  ca. 
1270  and  1494  constitutes  the  foundation  for  the  investigation  but, 
quite  reasonably,  Wilson  moves  beyond  these  temporal  and  geographi- 
cal limits  to  make  his  point. 

Wilson  develops  the  argument  for  his  thesis  in  a  straightforward 
structure  which  moves  from  the  general  to  the  specific,  with  a  slight 
tendency  to  repeat  basic  ideas.  He  begins  with  the  social  context  and 
presents  a  far  ranging  analysis  of  trends  in  both  secular  and  sacred 
spheres  which  fostered  the  use  of  laude  in  confraternities.  Then  he 
looks  at  laudesi  companies  in  general,  sketching  a  historical  overview 
of  their  formation  and  of  the  development  of  the  lauda,  before  survey- 
ing their  institutional  structures  and  activities.  This  is  followed  immedi- 
ately by  an  extensive  account  of  each  of  the  companies  in  Florence 
with  particular  emphasis  on  documentary  records  pertaining  to  musical 
life.  Finally,  he  focuses  on  the  singers  and  on  matters  of  musical  rep- 
ertoire and  performance  practice.  The  rough  periodization  which 
Wilson  suggests  here  (and  elsewhere)  is  to  the  point  in  so  far  as  it 
reflects  changes  in  musical  practices  beginning  with  the  genesis  of 
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laudesi  confraternities  in  the  late  13th  century,  when  monophonic  laude 
were  sung  by  members,  followed  by  a  more  stable  period  extending  to 
the  end  of  the  15th  century,  when  professional  musicians  were  at  first 
hired  to  perform  monophonic  and  then  polyphonic  laude.  The  book 
concludes  quite  logically  with  a  brief  account  of  the  demise  and  trans- 
formation of  the  traditions  of  the  laudesi  companies  in  the  16th  cen- 
tury. 

The  clarity  of  the  explanation  is  momentarily  obscured  in  the 
penultimate  chapter,  entitled  "Ritual  Space  and  Imagination."  The 
difficulty  in  the  chapter  stems  from  the  absence  of  a  coherent  argument 
coimecting  Wilson's  observations  on  the  perception  of  music  with  the 
meaning  of  ritual  and  with  the  characteristics  of  the  physical  space 
employed  for  ritual.  Given  the  structure  of  the  book,  it  would  have 
been  advantageous  to  introduce  the  themes  of  this  chapter  with  the 
discussion  of  the  social  context  because  they  add  further  depth  to  the 
understanding  of  the  conditions  which  led  to  the  growth  of  laudesi 
companies. 

Very  little  of  the  book  depends  on  the  reader  having  training  in 
music  or  music  history.  The  opening  paragraphs  of  the  introduction 
require  familiarity  with  specialized  musicological  literature  to  temper 
Wilson's  oversimplified  characterization  of  traditional  and  modern 
conceptions  of  the  use  of  polyphony  in  society,  but  this  is  a  minor 
point.  Also,  brief  passages  in  the  chapter  on  musical  repertoire  verge 
on  technical  analysis,  but  they  can  be  passed  over  without  sacrificing 
the  train  of  thought. 

Thus,  given  the  pervasive  concern  for  placing  the  laudesi  confra- 
ternities in  their  social  context,  this  book  is  of  considerable  importance 
for  anyone  involved  in  research  on  confraternities.  The  reader  is 
rewarded  not  only  by  Wilson's  insights  into  the  interaction  of  laudesi 
companies  with  their  social,  political,  and  economic  setting,  but  also 
by  his  inclusion  of  documents  and  extensive  references  to  primary 
resources. 

William  R.  Bowen 

Scarborough  College/Faculty  of  Music 

University  of  Toronto 
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News 

The  Society  for  Confraternity  Studies  is  sponsoring  a  session  at  the 
30th  Annual  Congress  of  Medieval  Studies,  Western  Michigan  Uni- 
versity, Kalamazoo,  4-7  May  1995.  The  following  papers  will  be 
presented:  Jennifer  Cadero-Gillette  (Harvard)  "Byzantine  Lay  women: 
The  Evidence  for  Public  Religious  Ritual";  Susan  Webster  (Univ.  of 
St.  Thomas)  "Art,  Ritual  and  the  Confraternity  of  the  Vera  Cruz  at  the 
Monastery  of  San  Miguel,  Huejopzing,  Mexico";  Marina  Gazzini 
(Milan)  "Confraternities  in  Milan  in  the  Visconti  and  Sforza  Period: 
Typology  and  Conditions  of  Sources. " 

The  Society  will  sponsor  several  sessions  at  the  Sixteenth  Century 
Studies  Conference  in  San  Francisco,  26-29  October  1995.  We  invite 
papers  on  Mediterranean  and  North  European  confraternities  from  the 
Middle  Ages  and  the  Renaissance  (to  1700),  and  plan  sessions  on  the 
following  topics:  "Confraternities  and  Sexuality,"  "Confraternities  and 
Social  Responsibility"  and  "Open  Topics."  Send  proposals  to  Dr. 
Nicholas  Terpstra,  c/o  Villa  I  Tatti,  Via  di  Vincigliata  26,  50135 
Florence,  Italy.  Fax:  (39-55)  603.383.  Deadline  for  proposals:  31 
March  1995. 

The  Society  has  been  invited  to  organize  a  session  at  the  Third  Inter- 
national Conference  on  Urban  History,  to  be  held  in  Budapest  in 
August  1996.  We  would  require  8-10  papers  on  aspects  of  European 
urban  confraternities  from  the  Middle  Ages  to  the  present.  If  you  are 
interested  in  presenting  a  paper,  contact  Nicholas  Terpstra  by  3 1  De- 
cember 1994  at  Villa  I  Tatti,  Via  di  Vincigliata  26,  50135  Firenze, 
Italy.  Fax:  (39-55)  605.058. 

In  1994  the  Italian  postal  service  issued  a  stamp  commemorating  the 
750th  anniversary  of  the  confraternity  of  the  Misericordia  (1244-1994). 
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Members '  Forum 

Dr.  Juliane  Riepe  (Bonn,  Germany)  included  a  covering  note  with  the 
offjprint  she  sent  for  the  collection  (see  below  under  "Publications 
Received")  that  read,  in  part,  "Giacomo  Antonio  Perti  fu,  per  piu  di  50 
anni,  maestro  di  cappella  della  compagnia  stretta  di  un'arciconfraterni- 
ta  bolognese  (S.  Maria  della  Morte),  per  cui  scrisse  tutti  i  suoi  oratori 
della  Passione.  Questa  confratemita  teneva,  sin  dal  1632,  in  tutti  i 
venerdi  di  Quaresima,  esercizi  spirituali  con  I'esposizione  del  Sacra- 
mento, predica  e  musica.  A  partire  circa  dagli  anni  '60  del  Seicento  e 
fino  alia  fine  del  Settecento  fece  eseguire,  ogni  sera  del  Venerdi  Santo, 
un  oratorio  della  Passione.  L'oratorio  musicale  a  Bologna,  la  musica 
di  questa  confraternita,  e  specialmente  Tesecuzione  di  oratori  nel  con- 
testo  dell'esercizio  spirituale  del  Venerdi  Santo  furono  oggetto  della 
mia  tesi  di  laurea  consegnata  un  anno  fa.  Della  musica  delle  confrater- 
nite  italiane  vorrei  occuparmi  pero  anche  in  futuro. " 
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Woodcut  from  the  Nuremberg  Chronicle 
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Publications  Received 

The  following  publications  have  been  received  by  the  SCS  and  have 
been  deposited  into  the  Confraternities  Collection  at  the  Centre  for 
Reformation  and  Renaissance  Studies  (Toronto).  Colleagues  and 
friends  are  encouraged  to  send  copies  of  their  publications  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  editors  for  inclusion  in  this  listing. 

Aranda  Linares,  Carmen,  with  Enrique  Hormigo  Sanchez,  and  Jose 
Miguel  Sanchez  Pena.  Scultura  lignea  genovese  a  Cadice  nel  Sette- 
cento.  Opere  e  documenti.  Special  issue  of  Quaderni  franzoniani. 
Semestrale  di  bibliografia  e  cultura  ligure.  Vol.  6:2  (1993).  213  pp., 
91  illustrations. 

Barnes,  Andrew  E.  The  Social  Dimension  of  Piety.  Associative  Life 
and  Devotional  Change  in  the  Penitent  Confraternities  of  Marseilles 
(1499-1792).  New  York  and  Mahwah,  NJ:  Paulist  Press,  1994.  x,  285 
pp.  [see  review  above] 

Blasting,  Ralph.  "Processional  Staging  and  the  Kunzelsau  Corpus 
Christi  Play."  Essays  in  Theatre/Etudes  Thedtrales  11:2  (May  1993): 
145-52.  [annual  cycle  play  staged  by  the  Confraternity  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist  in  Kunzelsau,  Germany,  before  1522] 

Bomstein,  Daniel  E.  The  Bianchi  of  1399.  Popular  Devotion  in  Late 
Medieval  Italy.  Ithaca  and  London:  Cornell  University  Press,  1993.  x, 
232  pp.  [see  review  above] 

Casagrande,  Giovanna.  "Gli  iscritti  della  Confratemita  dei  Disciplinati 
di  San  Francesco  in  Perugia. "  Annali  della  Facolta  di  Lettere  e  Filoso- 
fia.  University  degli  Studi  di  Perugia,  vol.  15,  n.s.  vol.  1 
(1977/78):217-77. 

Casagrande,  Giovanna.  "Ricerche  sulle  confraternite  delle  diocesi  di 
Spoleto  e  Perugia  da  'visitationes'  cinquecentesche. "  Bollettino  della 
Deputazione  di  Storia  Patria  per  VUmbria  75  (Perugia,  1978): 3 1-6 1. 

Casagrande,  Giovanna.  "Devozione  e  municipality.  La  Compagnia  del 
S.  Anello/S.  Giuseppe  di  Perugia  (1487-1542)."  In  Le  mouvement 
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confraternel  au  Moyen  Age.  France,  Italie,  Suisse,  155-83.  Rome: 
Ecole  Fran9aise  de  Rome,  1987. 

Casagrande,  Giovamia.  "La  Fraternita  dei  Raccomandati  di  Maria. 
Linee  storiche  e  statuto"  and  "Lettere  d'indulgenza  e  di  concessione  di 
benefici  spirituali  ^rm«  vitae  dei  Raccomandati  della  Vergine. "  In  Le 
fraternite  medievali  di  Assisi.  Linee  storiche  e  testi  statutari,  ed.  Ugoli- 
no  Niccolini  et  al.y  13-44  and  187-232.  Assisi:  Centro  di  ricerca  e  di 
studio  sul  movimento  dei  Disciplinati,  1989. 

Civiltd  dell  'amore.  Periodico  a  cura  delle  Misericordie  e  delle  Confra- 
temite  d' Italia  per  la  promozione  del  volontariato  socio-sanitario  e 
della  solidarieta.  Vol.  6  Nos.  2-6  (Feb.-June  1994). 

Di  Biase,  Pietro.  Le  confraternite  di  Trinitapoli.  Fasano  di  Puglia: 
Schena  Editore,  1989.  223  pp.  [see  review  above] 

Eisenbichler,  Konrad.  "Le  confraternite  laicali  al  tempo  del  Concilio." 
In  Firenze  e  il  Concilio  del  1439,  Convegno  di  Studi.  Firenze,  29 
novembre-2  dicembre  1989,  a  cura  di  Paolo  Viti,  1:221-41.  Firenze: 
Olschki,  1994). 

Eisenbichler,  Konrad.  "Lorenzo  de'  Medici  and  the  Confraternity  of 
the  Blacks  in  Florence."  Fides  et  Historia  26:1  (1994):  85-98. 

Esperienze  dello  spettacolo  religioso  nelVEuropa  del  Quattrocento, 
Convegno  di  studi,  Roma  17-20  giugno,  Anagni  21  giugno  1992. 
Centro  di  studi  sul  teatro  medioevale  e  rinascimentale.  Roma:  Torre 
D'Orfeo  Editrice,  1993.  370  pp.  [Contents:  Federico  Doglio  "Apertura 
ai  lavori"  pp.  9-13;  Raimondo  Guarino  "Prospettive  dello  spettacolo 
religioso  nell' Italia  del  Quattrocento"  pp.  25-58;  Claudio  Leonardi  "II 
problema  del  monachesimo  e  la  Firenze  del  Quattrocento"  pp.  59-65; 
Paola  Ventrone  "La  sacra  rappresentazione  fiorentina:  aspetti  e  proble- 
mi"  pp.  67-99;  Nerida  Newbigin  "Le  sacre  rappresentazioni  della 
Firenze  laurenziana"  pp.  101-20;  Giovanni  Ponte  "Tradizione  agiogra- 
fica  e  realta  quattrocentesca  nel  S.  Onofrio  di  Castellano  Castellani" 
pp.  121-30;  Giulio  Cattin  "La  musica  nelle  sacre  rappresentazioni 
fiorentine.  II  caso  della  Rappresentazione  di  S.  Onofrio"  pp.  131-43; 
Jean  Lacroix  "L'angelo  regista  nelle  sacre  rappresentazioni"  pp.  145- 
69;  Richard  Axton  "Theatre-in-the-round  in  fifteenth -century  Britain" 
pp.  171-97;  Jean  Subrenat  "Eve  repentante  et  pardonnee.  Une 
experience  spirituelle  originale  dans  le  drame  religieux  fran9ais  du 
XVe  siecle"  pp.  199-224;  Graham  Runnals  "Le  mystere  fran^ais:  un 
drame  romantique?"  pp.  225-44;  Angel  Chiclana  Cardona  "Estructura 
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dramatica  de  algunos  textos  medievales  en  la  lengua  castellana"  pp. 
245-58;  Nina  Kiraly  "The  religious  theatre  in  Poland,  Hungary  and 
Russia  of  the  15th-16th  centuries"  pp.  259-67;  Jarmila  F.  Veltrusky 
"La  mondanite  de  Marie-Madeleine:  beaute,  joie,  peche"  pp.  269-81; 
Ezio  Alberione  "Bibliografia  italiana"  pp.  283-323;  Raffaella  Bonvicino 
"Bibliografia  straniera"  pp.  325-68] 

Fella,  Francesco.  La  confraternita  di  S.  Domenico  e  I'Addolorata 
nelVlsola  Madre.  Fasano,  BR:  Schena  Editore,  1987.  435  pp.  [see 
review  above] 

Gavitt,  Philip.  Review  of  Crossing  the  Boundaries:  Christian  Piety  and 
the  Arts  in  Italian  Medieval  and  Renaissance  Confraternities,  ed.  K. 
Eisenbichler.  Italica  71:2  (l994):231-33. 

Gerchow,  Jan.  "Bruderschaften  im  spatmittelalterlichen  Freiburg  im 
Breisgau."  Freiburger  Diozesan-Archiv  113  (1993):5-74. 

Gerchow,  Jan.  "Aspekte  englischer  Gildestatuten  des  14.  Jahrhun- 
derts."  In  Memoria  in  der  Gesellschaft  des  Mittelalters,  eds.  Dieter 
Geuenich  and  Otto  Gerhard  Oexle,  207-66.  Gottingen:  Vandenhoeck  & 
Ruprecht,  1994. 

Innocenti,  Annalisa.  "Dispersione  degli  oggetti  d'arte  durante  la  sop- 
pressione  leopoldina."  Rivista  d'arte  44  (1992): 35 1-85.  [dispersion  of 
art  objects  owned  by  Florentine  confraternities  suppressed  by  Grand 
Duke  Peter  Leopold  in  1785] 

Laude.  Medieval  Italian  Spiritual  Songs.  Musicians  of  the  Early  Music 
Institute.  Thomas  Binkley,  Director.  Early  Music  Institute.  Focus  912. 
[CD  recording] 

Levin,  William  R.  Review  of  Crossing  the  Boundaries.  Christian  Piety 
and  the  Arts  in  Italian  Medieval  and  Renaissance  Confraternities,  ed. 
K.  Eisenbichler.  Fifteenth  Century  Studies  20  (1993): 367-80. 

Little,  Lester  K.  "Una  confraternita  di  giovani  in  un  paese  bergamasco, 
1474."  In  Societd,  istituzioni,  spiritualitd,  Studi  in  onore  di  Cinzio 
Violante,  489-502.  Spoleto:  Centro  Italiano  di  Studi  suH'Alto  Medioe- 
vo,  1994. 

Nelson,  Jonathan.  "Aggiunte  alia  cronologia  di  Filippino  Lippi."  Ri- 
vista d'arte  43  (1991): 33-57.  [FL's  connections  with  Florentine  confra- 
ternities] 
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Niccolai,  Foresto.  Le  piu  antiche  Misericordie  d 'Italia.  1244-1899. 
Firenze:  Confederazione  Nazionale  Misericordie  d'ltalia,  1993.  xxii, 
239  pp.,  illustrations. 

Ordo  equestris  Sancti  Sepulcri  Hierosolymitani.  Sezione  Toscana.  Sede 
Attivita  Componenti.  Firenze:  n.p.,  1994.  73  pp.,  ill.  [see  review 
above] 

Polverini  Fosi,  Irene.  "Piet^,  devozione  e  politica:  due  confratemite 
fiorentine  nella  Roma  del  Rinascimento. "  Archivio  Storico  Italiano 
149:1  (1991):1 19-61.  [deals  with  the  confraternities  of  S.  Giovanni  dei 
Fiorentini  and  S.  Giovanni  Decollato] 

Riepe,  Juliane.  "Gli  oratorii  di  Giacomo  Antonio  Perti.  Cronologia  e 
ricognizione  delle  fonti."  Studi  musicali  22:1  (1993):  115-232.  [music 
in  the  confraternity  of  S.  Maria  della  Morte,  Bologna] 

Sebregondi,  Ludovica.  Review  of  Le  confratemite  italiane  del 
CinquecentOy  by  Christopher  Black,  trans.  Anna  Fare.  Archivio  Storico 
Italiano  151  (1993):776. 

Spicciani,  Amleto.  "La  compagnia  dei  disciplinati  di  Pescia  nel  loro 
statuto  del  1587."  In  La  pieve,  il  castello,  la  "citta'\  by  Amleto  Spic- 
ciani, 69-73.  Pescia,  1991. 

Taddei,  Ilaria.  Fete,  jeunesse  et pouvoirs.  L'Abbaye  des  Nobles  Enfants 
de  Lausanne.  Cahiers  Lausannois  d'Histoire  Medievale,  5.  Lausanne: 
Universite  de  Lausanne,  1991.  218  pp.  [see  review  above] 

Terpstra,  Nicholas.  "Apprenticeship  in  Social  Welfare:  From 
Confratemal  Charity  to  Municipal  Poor  Relief  in  Early  Modem  Italy." 
Sixteenth  Century  Journal  25:1  (1994):  101-20. 

Terpstra,  Nicholas.  "Confratemal  Prison  Charity  and  Political  Consoli- 
dation in  Sixteenth-Century  Bologna. "  Journal  of  Modern  History  66 
(June  1994):217-48. 
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